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at 2.15

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Thirteenth Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 27th August.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [2.18]:
Personally, I wish to express thanks on be-
half of th Governament and of the Premier
himself for thle very kindly references made
to his health, and for the good wishes ex-
tended by all members who have spoken on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply. We hope that Within a few weeks
the Premier will be again in his place in
this House, and he advised me last night
that he hoped to be able to attend at his
office much sooner than that.

The Address-in-reply debate has, I think,
once more justified its place among the ac-
tivities of this Chamber. Many opinions
have been expressed from time to time as
to the futility or otherwise of such debates,
hut there is no doubt that the scope that is
offered to, and is availed of by, members to
dieal with all subjects that come within the
ambit of a debate of such a description;
gives them the opportunity to express
views, ventilate grievances, and generally to
make valuable contributions to our discus-
sions, as well as to voice important com-
ments on various topics, all of which aire
recorded in "Hansuard." I Would regret
very much if members did not have such an
opportunity for the free expression of
criticism and to place before this House a
summary of conditions as they see them

[16)

Tolecing industries particularly associated
with their districts, in which they are per-
sonally interested.

This year's debate has been marked, gen-
erally speaking, by an absence of criticism.
If ever there was a period when we should
take notice of worth-while criticism, now is
the time, and the absence of such criticism
from the debate that is now near its end
has been the more marked. It is obvious
that war-caused disabilities are affecting the
districts represented by members, as well
as industries with which they are eoncerned.
I Was to some extent disappointed at the
number of members who mentioned their
keen desire to do more themselves and the
lack of any such opportunity. The public
outcry that members might do more has be-
come popular. Most of the comments are
coming from those who are uninformed and
have no idea at all of the duties and re-
sponsibilities attaching to Parliamentarians.
Very few people are conscious of the work
done outside the precincts of this House by
members in general, and very few of thle
public have any appreciation whatever of
the administrative tasks that belong to the
Executive. So far as private members are
concerned, it is remarkable how it appeals
to the publitc fancy to criticise those Who,
they believe, Spend the only active part of
their lives within this Chamber.

Some of the fault lies with members
themselves. When members criticise the
lack of opportunity they are really criticis-
ing their own efforts and themselves, be-
cause now, of all timnes, if a person is
anxious and has the will and the desire.
there is certainly within his own capaceity
and within his own scope for initiative the
greatest opportunity for service and for
effort this country has ever offered. I
should like to pay a public tribute to the
work of the Leader of the Opposition. The
work of that hon. gentleman during the last
year or two in his personal association with
the war effort is something for which he
deserves all possible credit.

Members: Hear, heart

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
we can afford to be generous to him for the
unsparing wvay in which he is exerting him-
self in the interests of this country. I sug,-
gest to those who complain that, within
their own resourcefulness and initiative,
they will find ample scope if they will only
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endeavour to seek the work that is to be
done.

There is another popular cry to which I
should like to refer. It is unfortunate that
all the "mothers of ten," the "pro bono
puhlicos" and Commonwealth Ministers,
too, have ample time to criteise the States
generally-the achievements of States and
the spheres of States' activity and useful-
ness. I shouild like to ask for something
specific from those who criticise. Not
merely (10 I wish to say very pertinently
that I feel the States and those who are
administering the affairs of the States have
nothing to apologise for, but I can see very
little to induce them to revere the Comn-
mnonwealth in connection with its activities.
The States' administration and the States'
direction are an object lesson to the Com-
monwealth if it will accept an object lesson.
One could be unkind enough to say that
very many of the Commonwealth adminis-
trators are mere tyros in administration.
Yet it is from them that the States are be-
ing subjected to a variety of criticism, to
unkindly comment, at every opportunity
that is offered.

We have heard in high-flown oratory some
very unfair comments that have emanated
from the Commonwealth sphere on the
duties and responsibilities of the States. I
should like to ask those who offer such
criticism whether they ever reflect upon the
opportunities accepted by State administra-
tion and the achievements of such adminis-
tration. Who has been responsible for the
development of the States? Whether it be
a land policy, a railway policy, accepting
advice and answering needs and, in a Corn-
nmonwealth sense, making the Commonwealth
possible, all comes back to State adminis-
tration and State management. Who. has
been responsible for rural policy and rural
development in every State Has it been
Commonwealth administration? Which ad-
ministration has cured the ills within a
State? Is it not that experts in every de-
partment bave made progress and produc-
tion possible in every State?9 Consider
what the scientists have done under State
jurisdiction. I am sure my friends of the
Country Party would be most generous in
a review of the efforts and the results
achieved by scientists of the States in the
solving of State problems.

Mr. Hughes: Science owes nothing to
politics.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
take notice bow the State officers, directed
by the political administration, have made
progr-ess, there is something for the Corn-
monwealth to look up to rather than to con-
demn. Who has been r-esponsihle for the
roads of the States and the public works
of the States? Some might say that the
good roads of the States have come from the
petrol tax. But where did the money come
front? Not all of it was handed back that
was collected. All of those things have been
done firstly from money collected within the
States, and then have been done by the or-
ganisations and management within the
,States.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: MNore use could be
made of State organisations and manage-
ment today, too.

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: The
States as distinct from the Commonwealth
have had nothing to do with defence pro-
grammes; but they have assisted the Com-
monwealth, through their organisations, to
put into effect such defence programmes
and defence works. Without the States' ad-
ministration and the States' Departments
how could such works have been accom-
plished? I make no apology in any sphere
to any Commonwealth authority, but I sug-
gest that such Commonwealth authorities
as have been pleased to cavil and to con-
demn should merely make a survey. Let us
look at the facts squarely! Let us look
around and see precisely where the States' re-
sponsibitities have been accepted and where
the work has been done-to the great credit
of the whole of the Commonwealth.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We could do a great
deal more if the Commonwealth would en-
trust the work to the States.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
could, and moreover we could do much more
if we did not feel at times that there was a
certain amount of misplaced loyalty. While
we are being chided like children, while we
are being lectured, while we are heing told
that if some tiddleywinking thing is not
done by a State Government that State
Government is not worth its salt, I would
like to point out to Commonwealth authori-
ties that they have always been highly
pleased, when there have been unpleasant
things to do, to know that State Govern-
ments and State Premiers are in the back-
grund not merely to be the buffer but ac-
tually to do the job. Therefore I regret
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that Commonwealth Ministers, and even the
Prime Minister himself, for whom I have
a. very great regard-he is a man of tre-
mendous capacity and achievement--should
ally themselves with the people whbo are
pleased to condemn State efforts, bitt in my
opinion are very grateful in their hearts
for the tremendous efforts made by the
States on behalf of this Commonwealth.
After all, it is a trifle wearying to receive
constant unfair comment from those who
are "dressed in a little brief authority." I
ami hoping that the Commonwealth will have
a much greater appreciation of the place of
the States in this Federation, and give
the States jobs to do-advisc the States of
the needs of the moment, -whereupon the
jobs will be done.

The Western Australian Government is
greatly disturbed on behalf of all its citizens
because of the vulnerability of this State,
and, through this State, the vulnerability of
the Commonwealth. It is an aspect which
wre, as a State Government, have constantly
presented to Commonwealth authorities.
We are acutely conscious of the nearness
of the enemy. In my opinion it may safely
be conjectured that the next two or three
months will prove to be the most vital in the
history of this commonwealth of nations.
At this moment the war is more indivisible
than ever. It is so widespread that ever 'y
continent is affected, and almost every
people Our much-vaunted British Empire
and its far-flung resources are at this mo-
ment not wholly the resources we have been
pleased and proud to believe in; to some
extent they are very severe handicaps. We
are unfortunately placed in that the major
enemy, Germany, has been able to conduct
its part of the war by extending its cir-
eumference rather than by covering tre-
mendous areas outside a continent to get
men, materials and things necessary for war
to the scene of operations. In my opinion
there is no doubt that even within the next
two or three months the whole situation
could change overnight by happenings in
Russia, because it does appear that, viewing
the tremendous resources now at the service
of the enemy, if we can reach the coming
European winter without the collapse of
Russia we shall indeed have some greater
prospect, although a highly difficult task.
If anything unfortunate were to happen to
Russia, then the German command within
the Continent of Europe would have free-

dom to recuperate, would have tremendous
assets to draw upon, and would have an
opportunity to do very serious things to the
heart of our Empire, to England.

Our Prime Minister has recently said
that this country is in peril as also are
its associates, and we have to share the
perils aS we share the resources. It is well
to remember, too, that so far as this island
continent of ours is concerned the carrying
of the war into the enm' camp must
mean that Australia will have to be the
store-house and the jumping-off place for
the nations attacking the enemy to the
north. There is something to he con-
scious of, something that very many
critical people lose sight of, and that is the
importance of the civil population in such
times. After all, it is by the civil popula-
tion that production must he achieved. It
is the civil population that has the respon-
sihility of producing all necessary ma-
terials-the food and the money. The im-
portance of civil production in connection
with the war effort is frequenty lost sight
of. The directors in a civil sense must be
guided by, and it is necessary that they
must have faith in, their military advisers.
It is necessary, when they meet, that the
civil directors take that advice; but it would
be highly unfortunate if, while they have
the blind faith, there is not a sufficient re-
view of their needs and of the dependence
they place upon the judgment of their mili-
tary advisers. We find generals disagree-
ing on matters of strategy.

We hear whisperings and many murmur-
ings of why this or that is done. The Aus-
tralians will find that very many un-
pleasant things are constantly being said,
and I would suggest that in order to get to
the bottom of the validity of many of such
statements and such opinions it is necessary
not merely for the civil leaders to have the
opportunity to meet the generals in charge
in all spheres of operation. What happens
today is that the military advisers meet the
political leaders regularly, but that we
often find discontent and discord a between
the leaders in the military sphere-
the general officers and the superiors.
the responsibility of conducting a battle or
defending an attack rests with the G.O.C.
in his particular sphere; but if he is not
satisfied, if the po!)ulace is threatened by his
dissatisfaction, it certainly should be possible
to arrange for meetings of the General
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Officers Commanding and their superior serious eircumstances. The enemy has de-
generals with the civilian chiefs- Surely
that could be done! We might thus get a
better understanding; we might get to know
whether this side or the other side is receiving
patronage, Whether materials destined and
needed here are not getting here for any
particular reason. These arc topics of cur-
rent comment, and an opportunity to over-
come the difficulties would be furnished if
the way were made clear for the generals of
the Aix States and the other senior officers
to meet Sir Thomas Blaniey with the civil
chiefs.

From reports recently made to Premiers
of the various States, it is obvious that we
are not as strong any' where as we would like
to be; but it is also obvious that during the
last six months much material and equip-
ment have conic to this country, thus put-
ting it every week in a much stronger posi-
tion. We hav e to share the eqllil nent, somic
of which is comning from far distant ports,
with till the other theatres of wvar. We have
no other sources of supply but our own in-
ternal manufacture and those of England
and our allies. The material has to come
long distances and is subject to many inter-
ruJptions. Losses have occurred, but never-
theless it is admritted-and truly so-that
our position is materially better than it was
six or even three months ago. We are
better off in all those things that are coil-
sidered to he the wherewithal for waging
this war. While we can expect no special
treatment, we do expect and desire to get
our right proportion, according to the risks
that must be incurred, to meet the demands
of this country iii waging- the battle.

lion. C. Cr. Latham: We need a daily im-
provenent, T should think.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
shipping position is indeed serious in a
world-wide sonse. All of us know howv
serious it has been for Great Britain. It is
excedingly grave for Australia, not merely
concernig the goods we need, but also the
goods that we produce to export to other
countries. Since speaking previously in
this Chaomber, I have had the opportunity
to visit parts of the State that have suffered
at the hands of the enemy- I have seen the
nature of his destruction. I have iioted how
thorough have been moves made by him,
and I pay- a tiilute to the courage of our
people wh~o have elected to remain in those
parts. and who are living there under very

stroyed in some cases nll their assets and
means of livelihood, and h]as Upset the Way
of living of very many people in the North.

What these People have done for thmn-
selves in their isolation, under such adverse
circumstances, is certainly an object lesson
to the oilier sections of the commnunity far
removed from the actual scene of battle.
The Government bus endeavoured to ease the
burden for those people. The story is one
that cannot be told in this House; buit what
is being done to ease the burden is only what
those people are entitled to. The Govern-
meat Would, I feel confidepnt, receive the ap-
proval of every section of the. community
ir the whole story could be told. Suffice
it to say, happenings in the North during
the last seven days are seriously threatening
our activities in getting food to those people;
but, fortunately, if we are allowed to pro-
ceed wvith the plans that have been laid
down, we shall be able to get the necessary
supplies there before the normal wet season
sets in. What else is happening there does
not matter very much, either from the point
of view of information or news; but so far
as the Government is concerned-

Mr-. Marshall: What Government do you
speak of?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
State Government.

Mr. Marshall: That is right. Emaphasise
it!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No one
else has been doing so.

Mfr. Marshall: We want to know whether
it is the Commonwealth or the State Govern-
nment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All that

has been so far done has been done at the in-
stigation of and by the State Government. We
are continuing our policy of doing our utmost
for our people living far removed from
Perth. They are the first line of defence for
this part of the State. T am hoping that
much more call be doiie in a defence sense,
so that not merely shall their interests he
safeguarded, but, through such safeguard-
ing, thme well-being of Australia. Some of
the things attempted and achieved involve
big undertakings. Great risks had to be ac-
cepted, but so far the results have been
satisfying. We hope they may continue to
be so. When one considers the road dis-
tance from Perth to Broome is 2,000 miles
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and the road distance from Broome to
Wyndham an additional 800 miles, one gets
some idea of the magnitude of the under-
taking to Supply the needs of the people
in the North.

Shipping losses around the coast of Aus-
tralia have been big enough to cause serious
interruption in the trade that is so neces-
sary between the States. If any of our
people not serving in uniform but fol-
lowing their normal vocation, are dis-
tinctly heroes, it is the men of the mer-
chant service. All over the world they are
making a remarkable contribution to our
war effort. Their work and achievements
within Australian wvaters are something to
be proud of. The activities of enemy sub-
marines in Australian waters are perhaps
much greater than the public has been led
to believe. Such aetivities and the conse-
quent losses are something the enemy him-
self would like to know a great deal about.
but they are some of the few things where
censorship and silence have prevailed to
some satisfaction. As my colleague, the
Deputy Premier, said this morning, one
never heralds or mentions the movements of
the Navy.

It is important to remember that, if we
are not furnishing the enemy with news he
would like to obtain, the best news we can
get is either silence or the truth. That is
something I intend to deal with at a later
stage. We arc in a much more fortunate
position than the Old Country in regard to
supplies. That might appear to be an idle
statement, hut when one considers that the
community of England is living on a butter
ration of two ounces and a margarine
ration of four ounces a week, and that those
are the only fats available to the people, it
will readily be appreciated how difficult is
their position.

Many serious dislocations of interstate
trade have occurred in Australia. There
have been somie very badly adjusted cargoes,
coninents in connection with which have
been freely ventilated here and in the Press.
bnt there are many reasons for the bad ar-
rangements, and not thme least of them is the
selfish claniour by personially interested
firms, who have sought to get thir-h way
and to have their avenvies. cut plied with the
goods they -ons-ider are iii the first order
of priority. When discussing shipping mant-
ters recently with the Shipping Control
Board, I was advised by the chairman, -Mr.

Justice Clyne, that he had received, in the
course of A day or two, two requests from
Western Australian merchants for large
quantities of South Australian wines to he
,shipped to Western Aurstralia because of
the extreme shortage of that commodity.
That is the sort of request that is being
made by interested persons, but fortunately
the Shipping Control Boatrd is being guided
by the Stare authorities in regard to priority
orders. Many difficulties have been occa-
sioned on account of the size of the vessels
available. A 6,000-ton ship appear- at a
particular port to discharge cargo. Sud-
denly, she finds herself unable to call at cer-
tain ports, and it is therefore necessary for
her to take on cargo much lo-er on the
priority list. There tire many inequalities
that we are endeavouring to i-on out.

In the matter of coal, this State is largely
dependent on Newcastle. We could not
light a gas fire, or use gas for domes-tic pur-
poses at all, if Neweastle coal were not
imported into this State. Our requirements
are about 2,300 tons to 2,500 tons a month.
There has been difficulty in getting colliers.
We have a sister State adjoining ours whose
total coal needs have to be supplied by New-
castle. The requirement of South Australia
is in the vicinity of 80,000 tons a month, all
of which has to be conveyqd to that State.
The competition for the -shipping available
is therefore intense, because certain types
of ships are very scarce. It has not been
possible to avoid encroaching on the normal
reserves of Collie coal in this State, but it
seems that, as a result of the considerate at-
titude of the Shipping Control Board, the
position is implroving, It had not improved
in the last week, but the prospects are that
wve shall not only be able to hold the posi-
tion, but will also he able to accumulate
reserves in the near future. The Midland
Railway Co. does not as a rule use any local
coal at all, and is dependent on importation.
Then, for summer work and for certain
country work, our own Railway Depart-
ment demands Newcastle coal. Apart from
this, our own reserves of local coal and the
'juLpplies available have to some extent been
lessened.

Members will he aware that I have no
desire to encroach on the province of the
Minister fo,- MAines-, but I know lie wvishes
mne to outline the position. The problem
locafllyv resolves itself into two aspects: An
increase in the production of native coal for

381
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railway and other purposes for use within
the State, and an increase in the supply
of Newcastle coal for all the other purposes
for which that coal is needed. The latter
(difficulty is receiving urgent attention, and
it is hoped we shall not be faced with the
necessity for imposing the extreme measures
found necessary in South Australia. One
local difficulty has been that so many young
mien have left the coalinining industry and
are now in the Forces, and that we have an
older generation, much depleted in numbers.
trying to cope with the situation. No fewer
than 154 employees from one company alone
are in the Forces. Young miners-154 of
the best producers-have been taken from
the Collie coalfield.

It must be remembered by all concerned
that the internal economics of a country con-
tinue to be very important in time of wvar. As
a matter of fact, the well-being and internal
economy of this country have, I fear, been too
little regarded, both by the military authori-
ties and by the appropriate Commonwealth
administration. There is not much prospect
of this country continuing to be on an even
keel in respect of nil its domestic needs.
whether of a primary or a secondary nature,
unless some regard is paid to the import-
ance of civil life in such times as these.
Shipping has affected as in an interstate
sense in one matter that is vital to our food
production. I refer to the availabilit 'y of
fertilisers, without which, with the excep-
tion of a very limited area, ours is a very
poor old State agriculturally. Our capacity
to produce without fertilisers is very re-
stricted. In spite of the scientific know-
ledge we have gained in regard to fertilisers
for crops, we cannot get very' far unless the
requisite fertilising agencies are available
to us. The restriction of fertilisers will he
a very serious limiting factor on the pro-
duction that we wish to achieve during the
next year or two. Every effort has been
made to cope with the situation by curtail-
ment, by eliminating non-essentials, and by
using the quantity of superphosphate avail-
able to the best purposes for which they
may he used.

This applies not nierely to superphos-
phate but also to nitrogenous fertilisers of
all forms. Since Japan entered the war, we
have been denied supplies from sources in
the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The last
stone to come to this State was from Egypt,
and many of the types of phosphoric rock

being used now for the manufacture of
superphosphate in this State are very refrac-
tory. It takes much more sulphuric acid
to break them down, We have heard of the
rotting of bags and other such difficulties
that were mentioned earlier in the year by
the member for Pingelly and others, all of
which have occasioned new problems that
have had to be solved. There is a likelihood
that there will be a reduction from the nor-
mally specified content of 23% phosphoric
acid, wvhich is likely to be nearer 18%, be-
cause of the difficulties associated with
manufacture. Because of the lessened quan-
tity of rock, the British Phosphate Commis-
sion is recommending only 50% of Aus-
tralia's normal requirements, which will be
in the vicinity of 480,000 tons. That quan-
tity of superphosphate for Australia for
this coming year is in sight. When we con-
Eider that Western Australia's consumption
three years ago was 265,000 tons we can
realise how seriously we shall be affected
by this curtailment.

The allocations have been made to each
of the States, and Western Australia is to
receive 120,000 tons for this year. It is to
have priority in connection with crops, and
such priorities have been given much con-
sideration. We have conferred with pro-
ducing interests on the matter, and it is
something which must be accepted because
no more is available to as. What will
happen when the supplies within Australia
are exhausted is hard to say. Unless we
are able to use somec of the lower-grade de-
posits within Australia our position will be
serious indeed within a very few years.
We are endeavouring to safeguard the posi-
tion in regard to tobacco, vegetables, pota-
toes and other commodities which require
nitrogenous fertilisers more urgently than
do other crops. Many complaints are made.
I beard one today in the lobby of the House
in connection with the non-availability of
blood and bone fertilisers. All these things
must be regarded in the order of needs for
essential foodstuffs, so that we can en-
deavour to bridge the gap which other war-
caused disabilities are creating for us. It
will be necessary in the future to control
all the different types of fertilisers, includ-
ing blood and hone. We have for this year
lost the tremendous supply that used to
come from Wyndham. In addition, because
of the loss of nitrogenous fertilisers that
used to be imported from South America,
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we had to make arrangements for sufflejent
of the nitrate of soda compounds to safe-
guard the position which would normally be
met by supplies of sulphate of ammonia
and other hig~hly nitroigenous chemical
fey tilisers.

Some abuse of the rationing of super-
phosphate has taken place, and some people
have laid in stocks. So that that position
may he thoroughly examined, and so that
there will be available to the whole of the
State what is fair for each particular interest
to have, we are now seeking returns from
these people who have improperly bought
and stored fertiliser to the detrimntet of
others, We have sonie bad cases. Some
people hav'e endeavoured to safeguard
themselves, but others have endeavoured to
exploit the position. It is expected that by
using a lighter dressing in our wheat-grow-
ing areas there will be an opportunity to
get somewhere near an average because of
the residue of fertiliser left in the soil yea'
after year, and not wholly used by the
crops. But in our pastoral districts, whilst
we can get along for a year or two with
lighter dressings, we are likely to strike
serious difficulties because of the depletion
of phosphoric acid and the inability to re-
place it after it has been taken from the soil
by the growing crops, and through these
crops by the cattle pastured thereon. We
feel that the cumulative effect of a phos-
phoric acid shortage will be very serious
indeed to this State within a year or two.

The diminishing quantities of superphos-
phate now available to us can be quickly
expressed by noting the amounts used over
the last four years in this State. They are
as follows:

Year Tons.
1930-40............265,00W
1040-41............144,708
1941-42 ............ 18,000 (approx.)
1042-43-------------190,354 (to be s,,ade avail-

able to us)
We have gone from 265,000 tons down

to 120,000 tons, and as I mentioned
earlier, without fertiliser-particularly with-
out phosphoric adid-this State is not ari-
culturally rich. We are also very concerned
with other aspects affecting production, and
feel that in certain Commonwealth spheres
there has not been a complete recognition
of the peculiarities affecting this State's
production. We have fousnd considerable
overlappinig in Commonwealth administra-
tion, particularly that alffecting food pro-
duction, and manpower. Had the Comn-

monwealth embarked on its food production
scheme by, firstly, measuring the total
needs of the Commonwealth, civil and mili-
tary, and then given the job to the States
to dto, it would have been done. It is with-
in the ambit of the States' Government ser-
vices, and within their ability. They have
the organisation to implement it, and have
their local Parliaments to supervise it. The
stage is very quickly being i-cached when a
further fall in production of some primary
commodities will seriously embarrass the
war effort. That position should, therefore,
he rectified as quickly as possible.

The lack of manpower in rural activities
in this State is a serious matter. I flatly con-
tradlict the statements made by the member
for Pingelly in his criticism of the Manpowver
Officer, Mr. Stitfold, who is now responsible
for most of the manpower activities affect-
ing all industries. The hon. member said
that Mr. Stitfold was a man entirely mn-
suited for the position. It was a most oin-
warranted and unfair statement.

Mr. Berry: It was characteiristic!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. Stit-

fold is an officer with wide experience in
State administration. Through the years
he has built uip a tremendous knowledge of
State industry and activity. He is not
merely able, hut more important, be is ener-
getic and any problem with which he is pre-
sented receives energetic consideration. A
report was recently laid on the Table of this
House to show some of the prospective diffi-
culties associated with manpower, and the
difficulties associated with industry starva-
tion unless some of the aspects connected
with manpower difficulties receive urgent
attention. Wrapped up in food production
and in the difficulties associated with feed-
ing troops here and outside Australia, and
in sending supplies to England, is the man-
power problem. Every effort is being made
to provide the food production needs that
arc now required by the Commonwealth
Government. It can only be by the mnili-
tary authorities acknowledging the import-
ance of the producer that we can get some
easement of a very difficult situation. We
found that in some industries, prior to the
present constituted manpower authorities.
no progress could he made. There is today
the closest co-operation between the JYeputy
Director-General of Manpower and the
military authorities, and I think members
who hare experienced difficulties in the past
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will admit that there has been an easement
of the burden they have felt in recent
months.

'fo glive anl idea of what is expected of
Australia in food needs I will mention some
of the goals we hope to achieve during the
current twelve months. In 1941-42 we pro-
dureul 6,00 tons of butter, and hope to
reach 8,000 tons this year, an increase of 21
per cent. Of cheese last year we produced]
.).A) tons, and( hope to produce 700 tons
this year, anl increase of 27 per cent. Last
year we produced 27,000 tons of beef, and
this year hope to produce 20,500 tons. With
respect to lamb and mutton the 1production
last year was 22,000 tons and we are hoping
to get 26,000 tons this year. We produced
4,000 tons of pig meats last year and are
hoping to produce 6,000 tons this year.
Those fig-ures cannot lie reached unless there
is all acknowledgment b 'y the military autho-
rities, and those responsible for the release
of the appropriatc nianpower, of the im-
portance of that production. It cannot be
obtained by depriving industry of man-
power; we cannot in any was hope to in-
crease production by that means.

If wve can get adequate notice of pros-
p eetive prices and of the likel 'y demand for
the p)roduce we are aiming to grow, and if
the whole business is properly p~lanned, we
canl expect to ac-hieve our end. I have no
fexlr. in that regard. The producers are
most anxious to meet every situation that
may arise. Families have stinted them-
i-elves, all(l women, girls and boys have in
th,- country' districts made, a remarkable
elhort to meet thme ni-gent needs in specified
fowls. It is necessary not merel'y to exhort

alrso t o be p~atriotic, but to exhort them
als todo hei utosttomeet the man-

power situation in the very important
avenues of food production. We canl ill-
te rnallyv reduce the amount available to
civilians of some commodities, but the best
solution would be to formulate a1 plan for
the employment of suitable labour that is
not wholly used in the military sense, but
coal(] be more efficiently used in a civil sense
in food production. There will still be
som,, export from this State: indeed large
quantities of commodities, will he shipped
front Western Australia. We shall thus be
helping to mevet the food position iii England.
It is interesting to note that with respect
to some commodities in the early stages of
the war Great Britain agreed to take ma-

terials from this State, and fronm the other
States of Australia, far in excess of her
need at that time. She has honoured her
contracts. I think the position has now
been reached when every vessel available for
the shipment of food supplies to England
should be ffiled to the utmost capacity
whether there is a price reduction or not.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think they are heing
filled now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Great
Britain signed contracts with all the
Domninions, even though in some cases that
meant exceedingl her requirements and pay-
ing a greater price than that at which the
conmmodities were available from sources
nearer home.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That does not apply to
wool.

'The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
matter of export lambs and other commodi-
ties that Australia will have an opportunity
to export, Ave must keep an eye upon what
can be absorbed in Britain and use every
facility possible to get those things there.
During the sittings of Parliament held
earlier in the year there were serious com-
plaints as to the difficulties confronting the
dairying industry because of depleted man-
power and the threat to production, and be-
cause of the slaughtering of calves and
female cattle which should have been kept
for later use in the industry. Last year.
however, was a record one in dairy pro-
duction in 'Western Australia. In butter
fat prodnction our figures were 11.3 per cent.
in excess of those for the previous year.
Wye increased our cheese production by 37.9
1 ei cent, in spite of manpower difficulties.
It seems from records available through the
offices of the Department of Agriculture
that although numbers of female cattle have
been seat to market owing to labour dis-
abilities there is every possibility if the
manpower position eases, of our improving
even oil last year's figures.

The labour position in some industries is
less happy than in connection with the
dairying districts. There is a 70 per cent.
reduction in seasonal labour for shearing
according to the latest figures; indeed there
has been a 60 per cent, reduction of all pas-
toral labour- availabile. In the da irying dis-
tricts a 25 per cent, reduction has been re-
corded, in wool-growing areas a 45 per cent.
reduction, in viticulture a reduction of
about 40 per cent., and in vegetable growing
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in the metropolitan area a reduction of 25
per cent., and in country districts a 40 per
cent. reduction. In the poultry industry there
has been the severe curtailment of 70 per
cent, reduction. In the case of flax and
the ne~ver and] smaller industries, as well as
in the (%se~ of tobacco, the position is very
difficult and is likely to remain so. We
hope it will he possible to use femiale labour
for tho.-e jobs that are suitable for women.

Mfr. J1. H. Smith: 1 understand women
did a, good job last year in the flax-growing
industry.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: Where
women have been employed they have done
excellent work. In many instances there
was a prejudice against the employment of
girls in industry, but it appears that there
are several spheres in which they bare
proved p~articullarly useful.

Mr. Thorn: In some instances tbe pro-
ducers could not provide the conditions
laid down.

The MIUNISTER FOR LANDS: A re-
view of the manpower position from the
Commonwealth angle was made in this
morning's paper. The position is so serious
that the national requirements demand con-
siderable sacrifices. There is no one to
wihomn an appeal can be made to do more
work or to spare more labour, nor is there
anyone to whom an appeal can he made if
it is felt that the best use is not being made
of the services of those who have been
taken. That is one of the diffiulties of the
situation. As is the case with many other
people, I should like to be assured that the
labour that is taken from industry is not
wasted in these times when it gets into mili-
tary circles. Very severe condemnation was
expressed recently by the Minister for the
Army, 'Ur. Forde, of a statement by the
Premier of South Australia, who said that
administrative and office staffs attached to
military organisations. had assumed tremen-
mendous lprol>oItions. While Mr,. Forde
severely criticised 'Mr, Playford's statement,
I consider there is ample room for an imme-
diate survey, and an assurance to the public
that the manpower, of which we are being
depleted, is not merely fully occupied but is
being directed into suitable avenue within
the control of the military authorities.

M1r. 'McDonald: There is plenty of room
for such a survey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so, and that applies to all States. It is very

difficult to obtain a true picture of the
wastefulness that exists, unless there is such
a survey. If they could be assured that the
men who have been taken from civil life
are now being usefully and adequately em-
lployed in military and other spheres, I feel
confident there would be an even greater
effort on the part of the civil population to
make still further sacrificeeN respecting man-
power. Where skilled seasonal labour is
essential, such as in shearing operations, we
have in recent months had the advantage of
close co-operation on the part of the mili-
tary authorities. Hundreds of men have
been released. Difficulties have heen asso-
ciated with the release of men. Some did
not desire to be released while others, who
were made availalble, were not placed in the
particular industries for the purposes for
which their release was sought.

Summing up the position regarding food
production and the manpower position-
they are very much interwoven-it will be
readily seen that there are many difficulties
to be overcome if we are to achieve the
peak production that is so necessary in
view of all the circumstances. There must
be tolerance on the part of the Army re-
garding the availability of physically fit
men for urgent civil needs, if such men are
available and can be released for periods
that will not interfere with their military
training. Suggestions have been advanced
that an Army labour corps should be created
from which all rural labotir, seasonal or
otherwise, could be drawn. That and other
similar suggestions which have been put
forward have not made much progress. It
seems to me that, if such a battalion were
formed, it would then be possible for men
to be released temporarily for work in rural
or secondary industries, arcording to the
needs of the moment. Such a move would
certainly effect a change in the restiveness
that obtains among the public in this re-
gard. We have reached the peak in rural
activities at which an embargo must be
placed on the calling-up of men from coun-
try districts. The position is very serious.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is indeed.*
The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS:: Never-

theless we read in the Press statements re-
garding the neessity for more manpower
bein nmade available. 'We aire told that fur-
ther sacrifices of manpower must he. madle.
Interwoven with that phase is the question
of the efficient use of the manpower already
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tailed up. In reviewing the season it is
a pity to think that circumstances, both
economically and from the point of view of
hostilities, are such that we cannot fully
enjoy the effects. Generally speaking, the
present would otherwise have been the best
season experienced by Western Australia for
very many years. The season has been
good throughout practically the whole of
the State. Members wvill appreciate the
fact that with the advent of such a good
season there have been many attendant
worries. For instance, in the pastoral areas
never before has the prevalence of the blow-
fly pest been so apparent or its depreda-
tions so pronounced. In portions of the
northern areas represented by the member
for Pilbara and the member for Rochourne
30 per cent. losses have been experienced
with the ewes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That refers to ewes
that have been struck.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; tb
actual losses of ewes due to the blowfly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That applies to the
total flock.

The INISTER FOR LANDS: To the
ewe population of the flock. One difficulty
in that part of the State, as the Leader of
the Opposition knows, is the impossibility
of mustering. A ewe, when struck, lies
down tinder a bush and the animal cannot
receive attention. As there cannot he a
muster, the ewe remains there and dies.
The absence of labour for such a purpose
is a contributing factor to very serious
losses in parts of the North-West where the
blowfly has not formerly constituted a
menace.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Could the ewes not be
erutchedl

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
labour for that is not available.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: And crutebing doe,
not affect the position regarding the strik..

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: These
are some of the special difficulties due to the
season and the manpower position.

'Mr. Warner: Are not the sheep being
affected by flew types of fly?

The MINISTER FOR LANOS: There
are several different types of blowfly, and
I hope the one that has wrought so much
damage in the Gascoyne and the Murchison
never reaches the southern areas, for it is
very virulent.

Next I shall refer to difficulties associated
with price-fixing. Many justifiable com-
plaints have been voiced in that regard by
all sections of the public, and it has been
amply demonstrated that many pitfalls
exist to confound anyone charged with the
administration of price-fixing arrangements-
and decisions. One difficulty experienced in
Western Australia is that for a long time
there wvas reluctance on the part of those
charged with price-fixing responsibilities to
confer with others who had a better know-
ledge of the subject and of phases to be
understood and measured when prices had
to be fixed. I refer particularly to prob-
lems associated with primary commodities.
We have in Western Australia at present
the spectacle of importedl potatoes costing
£22 10's. a ton and being retailed at prices
accordingly, while local producers are paid
only il per tot]- that being the fixed price
-for potatoes that cost pounds mnore than
that amount to maisc at any other
time during the year. That position
brought about a reduction of the present
crop by hundreds of tons at least, because
the growers did not know where they stood
regarding prices.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Some of the local
potatoes, I suppose, will be sold as the im-
ported article.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position is difficult. The argument has been.
advanced that metropolitan washed pota-
toes, which always tommtand £1 or more
compared with the price paid for old pota-
toes, should receive more consideration and
the only answer we have had is that
the growers are allowed is. per cwt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If they got the aver-
age price, the position would not be so bad.

The MINIS'TER FOR LANDS: There
are many difficulties.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Could not your depart-
ment control that position?~

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course it could, hut the department is not
allowed to do so. The opinion was ex-
pressed by one or two members that State
Governments and departments were anxious
to pass on their responsibilities. I shall
show later what we have tried to do with a
view to securing to the public cheaper sup-
plies.

'Mr. Thorn: Ts the Commonwealth octopus
responsible for the potato position?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position in Western Australia is due to
shortage of production when supplies were
available in other States. Unfortunately we
had to accept the produce of other States,
bringing about £C13 10s. in those States, and
pay £22 10s. per ton for it here. An in-
stance wvas brought under my notice recently
by departmental officers of the obstinacy of
price-fixing authorities in connection with
fixing the price of poultry. Many mem-
bers represent districts in which poultry is
produced. There aire many people who are
prepared to pay large sums for cockerels
and gobblers of a particular type suitable
for table use-heavy birds-but the price-
fixing authorities have decided that the
pnice shall be fixed by the pair, not by the
pound. Consequently, if a particular par-
ticular breed or type which was not in
existence in 1939-that is the basic year for
prices-comes on the market, the grower
can receive only a special price per pair;
and that is a maximum price. On the same
day we may find that, on account of scar-
city of supplies, white Leghorn cockerels
wvill bring the maximum price, too. That is
where we are drifting. But the price-fixing
authorities will take no heed. How are
lamb, beef, mutton and pork purchased?
Those lines are bought on the hoof but sold
by the pound at a fixed price.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: And so is poultry.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of

course it is! A subject mentioned by the
member for Pingelly and the member for
Katanning in their contributions to the de-
bate was the zoning- of cream. The
member for Pingelly said he was surprised
to learn that National Security Regulations
had been issued stipulating that all farmers
must send their cream to the nearest fac-
tory. He said he did not know how such a
regulation could have been passed. This is
the unfair part; he apparently considered
it a suitable opportunity to express his
viewvs about a desire on the part of the
Stlate Government to pass on responsibility
to the Commonwealth. So also did the
member for Ratanning. T understand also
that a member of another place made com-
ments over the air hlaming the Government
for trying to get the Commonwealth to do
something that should not be done at all.
What are the facts? I think those members

spoke without being in full possession of
the facts, rather than maliciously, but it is

something about which they might have been
more careful, and with which they might
have made themselves better acquainted be-
fore offering comments of that sort.

Mr. Watts: In the first place, it camne
from a member of your own party.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A resi-
dent of the district of the member for
Willinins-Narrogin approached the Comn-
inionwealth authorities to try to get an over-
riding decision reached by thle Common-
wealth because the State would not do it.
That gentleman wrote to the Commonwealth
in these terms-

I wish to present the ease to compel all
farmers to forward their cream to the nearest
factory and to reduce the number of fac-
tories mnanufacturing butter in this State from
1.4 to eight.

Mr. Doney: Who was the writer?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have

the letter; Mr. Corrigan w~rote to the Minis-
ter for Commerce expressing those senti-
mnents. The Minister for Commerce for-
warded the letter to tue for comment. I
wrote to the Minister as follows:-

The zoning of cream so as to cause farmers
to forward their supplies to the nearest factory
is one which, though at first sight it may ap-
pear most desirable, is fraught with a number
of practical difficulties particularly in this
State. It would be unjust to force farmers
to send their cream to the nearest factroy if,
by so (doing, they had to accept a lesser amount
per pound for their produce. If compulsory
z-onintg of cream is introduced, it also will be
nccessary to compulsorily fix the price which
all factories must pay for butter fat.
I am advised also that the agent for Mr.
Corrigan in this city made representations
to support Mr. Corrigan. The matter of a
decision would depend upon the recommend-
ation of the Deputy Director of Organisa-
tion of Industry, Mr. Taylor. That gentle-
man interviewed me and said he would
make no recommendation of such a etarac-
ter unless he had the support of the State
Department of Agriculture. Therefore it is
unfortunate that members should seize on
matters of that sort in order to complin
that the State Government is endeavouring to
get the Commonwealth to do something that
the State does not care to do, seeing that the
statements are not in accord with facts. I
have all the pape-s, and members may see
both letters if they so desire.

There has been mutch comment in the
Press and in this House on what is known as
the Scully wheat plan.
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Hon. C. G. Latham :I did not like your
answer the other day. I do not think it was
to the point.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
help that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You should supply"
the fatts when you are asked a question.

The MINI STER FOR LANDS: I always
suplIy the facts. I (10 not know what the
bon. gentleman is referring to.

Hon. C. G. Latham,: You know wvhat the
charges on wheat are. I found out from
another source, and your departmental offi-
cers must know, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is referring to the answers I gave
to his question?

Hon,. C. G. Latham: Yes.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

answer-s contained all the information I had
at the time, and wyere in accordance with
the facts.

Hon. C. G. Latlham: You do not know the
handling costs on wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANI)S: Yes.
Hon. C. G. Latham: I got them from

another source.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.

member asked wvhat reduction in handling
charges would be made in respect of wheat
in a particular pool1 or delivery. That is
not the point I am dealing with. I wish to
discuss the Scully wheat plan which has
receivred comnnent favourable and iunfavour-
able in this Chamber, and has received much
eriticiin and favourable comment in) mniy
parts of Australia.

Mr. Watts: Is it a plan'
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There

has been a lot of confusion so far. Last
week the Commonwealth Government asked
the States to permit their officers, who are
dealing with these matters, to confer with
the Australian Wheat. Board on the difficul-
tie., associated with implementing the plan.
Thoir officers met aiid, although the difficul-
ties were pointed out to the conference, there
was not an officer or M1inister present who
could give a decision upon any one of the
difficult points p)resented. Therefore, in
.spite of our- having been asked for all the
difficulties to lie Jpresented, we so far have
not had( one answer to the very pertinent
questions asked. There are many' difficulties
associated with the implementation of the
scheme, whose merits or demerits I dto not
wish to discuss. The innihier for Irwin-

Moore took me to tusk in the IPress some
time ago because the figuires I used,
according to him, were out of date.

Mr. Berry: They were!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They

were right up to date. I will quote the
figures for 1941-42, which will bear out my
statement. Someone has been misleading the
houn. member, but I do not think it has been
Joe Watson, as one member suggested. Re-
garding the plan, I do not know much more
about it than what has beeni published in
the newspapers.

Mr . ])oney: I do not think you like it
very much, do you?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is well
to know the relative groups of production
that are affected by' the 3,000-bushel scheme.

In the 3,000-bushel limits which are dis-
closed by the figures of the No. 5 Pool of
last year, it is shown that 50.5 per cent, of
our growvers produced 16.5 per cent, of the
State's wheat, and the balance of 49.5 per
cent, produced 83.5 per cent. Of the
33,968,000 bushels delivered to the No. 5
Pool of Just year, all but 16.5 per cent, was
delivered by people who produced over 3,000
bushels-which is at very interesting point.

Some of the questions asked of the Com-
monwealth Wheat Board or the officers of
the Commonwealth Department Of COM-
merce were of this nature: Where at farmer
and his wife and his sons elected to come
within the scope of one license for the pur-
pose of registration, would they be per-
mitted to have separate licenses as indi-
vidual fariucrs for the purpose of the 3,000-
bushel scheme? Again, a farmer and his
wife have a property each. The husband,
working both properties, has at his request
been issued a joint license. Can he now ob-
tain a separate license in order to qualify
for 3,000 bushels on each property? If so,
from what date will the transfer be ac-
cepted? Another farmer has his own pro-
perty, and leases two other farms. Is he
entitled to 8,000 bushels at 4s. on each pro-
perty leased? A landowner has his pro-
perty leased to twvo separate farmers, and
a rental gets say, 800 bushels. Does the
landowner get 4 s. per bushel for his 800
bushels, and in addition is each share
farmer entitled to 4s. for the first 3,000
bushels? If not, what is the apportion-
ment?

Where a farmer has separate blocks of
land in the names of several of his family,
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hut has in the past worked the property in
his own name as one farm covered by a
joint license, will he be permitted to cancel
the joint license and take out separate
licenses to permit each member of the
family to obtain the 3,000 bushels? Does
the first 3,000 bushels at 4s. apply to a re-
gistered farm, or to each of the several
license holders? A farmer iTh 900-acre
license crops 300 acres himself, share-farms
300 acres, and rents the balance of 300
acres. Will each be paid 4s. per bushel on
the first 3,000 bushels 9

Those matters are highly important to
farmers in Western Australia. Leased pro-
perties are often conducted on a bushelage
return as one, and who is to get the 4s. and
who is to get 2s.?I Is the leasehold to be
on a 4s. bushel or on a 2s. bushel -? This
affects many properties fanned as lease-
holds. I have the list of these questions.
The arrangement materially affects share
farming and cropping farming in this State.
So far we have no answers to any of these
questions; at the conference there was no
one present who could answer them. There-
fore we are still without a decision. I will
leave rural matters there.

Air. Marshall: And that is the efficiency
of the Federal authorities!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As the
Budget will be introduced shortly, I do not
wish to encroach on general financial mat-
ters. The recent Loan Council decisions can
be said, so far as this State is concerned, to
be satisfactory. Our approved loan ex-
penditure is £927,000, which, with care, will
meet this financial year's requirements. The
Commonwealth asked that from all States'
anticipations for the time being deficit pro-
visions should be left out of consideration
of loan programmes, to be considered at a
later stage. For this State £30,000 was in-
cluded for semi-governmental borrowings.
Local anthorities will apply to the Minister
for Works for approval in that connection.
Although it was decided officially that there
could be no money available to this State
for farmers' debt adjustment, eventually
£26,000 was granted for that purpose. Our
programme originally submitted to Sir
Hlarry Brown provided for expenditure of
£1,017,000. This amount was reduced by
Sir Harry to £827,000. We believed this
reduction to be too drastic, and submitted to
the Loan Council that a further amount of
£100,000 should be allowed, subject to niego-

tiation with Sir Harry Brown. Our pro-
position was accepted, and Western Aus-
tralia was the only State to secure from
the Loan Council an increase on the amounts
reoiunended by the Co-ordinator. Only a
small loan raising was needed, because of
carry-over. It was also expected that
£120,000 would be obtained from loan re-
payments. Thus £C231,000 was all that was
requnired to finance a total approved pro-
gramnme of £927,000. It was arced that
only works of defence value, or otherwise
imperative, would be undertaken by the
States, so that the fullest possible resources
would be available for war purposes.

In connection with uniform taxation I will
merely quote the figures for the purpose of
record, because there will be a review of
such matters within a few weeks, when the
Budget is introduced. Uniformn tax collec-
tions for this year will amount to £2,546,000,
less the Hospital Fund Tax of £275,000,
which will mean that it will 1e necessary to
show in the Estimates for this year Hospital
Fund Tax instead of its going into a, separ-
ate fund. Being a commitment from Rev-
enne, it will leave the net resuilt from unii-
form taxation at £2,271,000, which, as mnem-
bers know, will he paid in monthly instal-
ments. Front entertainments tax this State
colleted in the vicinity of £97,000 last year.
We expect to receive frorn the Common-
wealth the average of the last two years'
collections, or in the vicinity of £98,000. I
do ilot wish to intrude on matters that will
be (discussed when the Budget is p~resented,
nor do I wish to annlyse loan spending, for
I know that the Premier himself hopes at
least to deliver to this House the statement
in connection with Loan Estimates.

I do not know whether I would he given
any latitude if I mentioned such things as,
black-outs; but whatever there is assoemateui
with the inability to use all the facilities
we might use in peace-time, I consider that
the prime motive for consideration is the
safety of the nation. I am of the opinion
that if we are not permitted to use our nor-
mal facilities which would ease our move-
-ments at night, there is an urgent. need for
revision of very many things which fire
creating dangers to pedestrians and to
traffic in these days.

Mr. SPEARER; The Minister cannot
enter into the merits of black-out itself.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS;: I wish
to say merely that the closest exainat"tion
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is necessary, firstly to avoid anomalies, the correct accounts of happenings or to the
secondly to avoid dangers-

,Mr. Berry: In any sphere whatever.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -because

of the inconsistencies not altogether of the
restrictions as regards amenities which we
might otherwise have at night time. If we
can get consistency; if, in spite of military
needs, we can get a recognition that the
civil population has important rights; if the
inconsistencies of the military authorities
were to be ironed out, there would be less
dissatisfaction. The complainings are not
merely querulous complainings of people who
are suffering injustice and making sacri-
fices; they are valid. I am hing that very
shortly the matter will be reviewed. The
appropriate Minister in the Federal
sphere-

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the M1inister
will not pursue this subject much further.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. Lag-
zarini is expected here very shortly, and I
hope he will be able to smooth out at least
some of the anomalies. All of us ait this
time are particularly concerned that no per-
son, whether in the military or the civil
sphere, should benefit from circumstances, of
war. We hope that no person is exploiting
the war circumstances.

Hon. N. Keenan: There are thousands of
them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Nedlands, in an almost inaudible
interjection, says there are thousands of
such persons. I am afraid there are many
people wvho are hoping the war will continue.
The Federal authorities directing the war
effort should ensure that no person, whether
in the civil or the military sphere,
should make a profit or bring anytin to
himself from the war effort.

Mr. Hughes: How is it to be stopped? Is
a man now receiving twice his pre-war
salary to continue to receive the higher
salary?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It de-
pends upon the nature of the services hie is
rendering. If the war situation is not being
exploitd

Mr. Hughes: Some people are gettin~g
three times the salary they are worth.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our

greatest need is to build up public morale
and confidence. I am not at ail satisfied with
the presentation of news. I do not refer to

records of disappointing results that we
have experienced, but to the tendency of
those in charge of the censorship to put over
something because it might be readable. The
newspapers are the guides of public opinion
and the builders of public morale.

Mr. 'Marshall: God help the public if the
newspapers are it, guide!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Each day
tihe people are influenced by the matter they
rea in the newspapers.

Mr. Thorn: Definitely.
The MIISTER FOR LANDS: No mat-

ter what the headlines may be, no matter
in what terms the news is couched, deny it
or not, the newspapers exercise a big in-
fluence onl the outlook of the people. But
who today has faith in the published news?
Not very many! The people have had so
nmnny disappointments that they prefer to
listen-in to Tokio or Saigon in order to get
the correct version. They prefer readin the
inch in the column devoted to the Gennan
or Japanese version to reading the version
released by the Australian censor.

Mr. Berry: That is correct.
The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Until we

get a proper, perspective in that respect, we
shall coliiu to destroy public confidence.
One of our greatest needs today is to build
uip public confidene~ not merely in respect
to war news, but in respect to what the con-
fict is about,' what we are fighting for and
what our ideals are. Because the published
version creates some weird reactions in the
public mind, the public cannot be blamed.
During last week there were one or two
happenings at Broome and the two pub-
lished versions were somewhat remarkable.
The Tokio version was as follows

It is claimed that at Broonme 14 transports
were sunk and two set on fire and that at Dar-
win barracks were badly daimaged. Three Jap-
anese plaines were shot down, it is stated.

The Australian version, under big head-
lilies, is as follows:-

Brnoome attacked. Bombs fall wide. No
casualties. Few planes involved.
We always notice that enemy bombs fall in
a marsh or in the bush, while all our bombs
hit the target! There is something required
in the type of news liberated by the censor
under the authority of the Government,
pro~bably directed by high command of some
sort.
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Hon. C. G. Latham:- It is an insult to
the intelligence of the people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course iL is! I made an extract recently of
something that was said by Demosthenes
300 years B.C. It reads as follows--

It is shamieful, Athenian;, that we deceive
ourselves by allowing all disagreeable news to
be suppressed, that wve listen only to the pleas-
lag speeches of our leaders, and thus we de-
lade ourselves by putting off everything that
is unpleasant.

Mr. Hughes: That is conclusive proof of
reincarnation!1

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
Demosthenes said will stand much longer
than will some of the statements of the
member for East Perth. We all realise that
all the news cannot he published immnedi-
ately. It might be to the advantage of the
enemy if aill the truth were told all the
time; but, if the Japanese version is incor-
rect, it should be made to look ludicrous as
soon as time permits. If ours is correct, the
German or Japanese version should not be
published with it.

Mr. North: Of course, this is entirely a
matter for the Federal authorities. We
have no say' in it at all.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But surely we can
express ourselves!

MrKorth: We have, no. right to interfere.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

newspapers should be given the oppor-
tunity to disseminate authoritative state-
menits. Never midnd what the other fellow
says. But while we play with public fancy,
while we pander to certain sentiments, 'while
we misrepresent the position, we are con-
tributing to the lowering of public miorale.
We must insist upon a greater degree of
mental honesty, and we must encourage a
greater appreciation of it. The Press, with
directness, and with subtlety, too, should in
every way possible help our cause by
answering such questions as, "Is it worth
while?" "What is it all about?" "What are
the alternatives?" Ever 'y day in every
column available for the purpose, the great-
est prominence should be given to such
points. Wkhet solace is there for the mothers
and wives and families who have already
been bereaved us a result of the war? They
wonder what it is all about. If we have
faith in our cause, surely we can, through
the media available to us, give some inspira-
tion and create a national spirit that is very

sadly lacking in many spheres today! I
hope that of its own volition the Press
will make use of the opportunities available
to it and that, where it has no choice, there
'will he some saner outlook in the expres-
sions of opinion given to it and the news
released to it by the censor.

I fear that I have delayed the House long
enough. I hope that in the coming weeks
there will he better news and that it will he
the truth. I hope that we shall not have ac-
counts of what are merely skirmishes pre-
sented as major battles. I hope that we
shall have news of major battles treated
with some little modesty rather than have
skirmishes presented to us as major vic-
tories. I trust that the results achieved in
the northern parts of this Continent, through
efforts of this Continent, will not merely be
worthy of this nation, but will assist sub-
stantially in hurling the enemy back to
where he belongs. WVe must not lose sight
of the tremendous assets the enemy controls.
Everything-including, cocoanut oil, rubber,
tin, iron, petol and other things that a war-
ring, nation needs-is in the hands of Japan,
to the north of this Continent. Our task will
be very hard, but I am sure that if all of
us make personal sacrifices and personal en-
fleaVOUrS, we shall much more quickly at-
tain the summit of the achievement we are
so anxious to reach.

2M. 3. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) : Hav-
ing listened with interest to the informative
speech by the Minister for Lands, and to
the many and varied speeches delivered
since the Address-in-reply (lebate began, I
do not intend to delay the House long.
There are, however, several matters about
which I wish to express my opinion as the
representative of a large and substantial
electorate. In the last day or two a lead-
ing article appeared in the morning- news-
paper which, as has been stated this after-
noon, formulates and inoulds public opinion.
That article took Parliament to task for its
lack of interest in the activities of the State.
It attacked Ministers and said the Opposi-
tion lacked courae and even the members
themnselves were criticised, it being 5 ug-
gested that they (lid not give that attention
to their job which was required of them. All
this criticism arose out of the fact that the
Government used the powers given to it
under the National Security Regulations in
conniection with an increase in the basic
wage. Members are aware that the increases
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due to workers were not received by them
and( they, through their organisations, sent
appeals to the Comnonwealth Parliament
and to the State Government, as a result of
which, in due course, the Premier acted upon
authority given to him under the National
Security Regulations.

Mr. Sampson: And made a very great
mistake!

Mr. J1. HEGNEY: That seems to me to be
the principal reason for the comments in
the leading- article in "The West Austra-
Hian." The Government is criticised for
having used powers given to it to see that
justice was done to the workers of Western
Australia. Since the Indu~strial Arbitration
Act was amended in 1930 to provide for
quarterly adjustments, cost of living in-
creases that had accrued. were made available
to workers until early this year. In Febru-
ary, however, the President, in giving the

dision of the court, said that it had been
decided to withhold the increase for that
particular quarter. The next quarterly in-
crease was also withheld. The primary rea-
son given by the President for this action
was that he desired to cheek a tendency to
inflation. He suggested that if the increases
were awarded to the workers, they would
have additional spending power and that
that would tend to lead to inflation. Con-
sequently, for six months the workers did
not receive the increases they expected, and
which would in the ordinary course of
events have accrued to them, up till the
qnarter ended last June.

Figures made available by the Govern-
merit Statistician in July, and submitted to
the court for consideration, disclosed that
there was a substantial increase in the cost
of living amounting to 2s. iNd. for the pre-
vious quarter. The three previous increases
hadl each amounted to 10d. Members are
aware that the cost of living has increased
to a eonsiderahle extent. The price of vege-
tables is almost prohibitive, particularly for
those on the lowest wages. Peas have been
from 10d. to Is. 3d. a lb., and the common
cabbage has been priced at 8d.a lb). Those
vegetables were consequently out of the
range of the basic wage earniers. However,
they are forced to feed their children, the
basis of whose diet is vegetables. The in-
creased pries wore reflected in the cost of
living figures for the quarter ended last
June.

This is the only' State in which the cost
of living increases have been withheld.
National Security Regulations were intro-
duced in February by the Commonwealth
Government, dealing with the pegging of
wages, the fixing of rents, sealing of prices
and so on. It was found that in the other
States increases in the basic wage to meet
the cost of living were automatic, and no
discretionairy powers were vested in the
court. Consequently when wages were
pegged, it was definitely understood that
the cost of living increases were not to he
affected. Workers in the other States
benefited by the increases as they accrued,
but increases were refused by the court to
workers in this State. Consequently the
time came when the workers of 'Western
Australia, through their indaistrial or-
ganisations and workshop committees,
complained bitterly about the fact that the
increases to which they were entitled were
not accruing to them, They made repre-
sentations through their union organisa-
tion, and sent the secretary to Melbourne
and Canberra to point out to Ministers the
discrepancies and to have the matter
remedied.

Eventually' an order was promulgated
and, in turn, the Premier of the State
acted tinder that order. As a consequence
the workers have received only what they
aire entitled to-nothing morc and nothing
less. My attitude was that they were denied
that to which they were entitled, and I did
not care how they got it, whether through
at Commonwealth or a Statt authority. I
adopted that attitude because a grave in-
justice was being done. That mnatter is
probably the basis of the leading article pub-
lished ini "The West Australian" of Saturday
inunn g laM. The paper, in that article,
takes the Opposition to task because it has
not the courage to test the position, and so
on. Towards the end of the article, a solu-
tion to the whole problem is put forward,
and that is that a National Government or
composite Ministry be established. That
having been done, all the sins of omission of
the past will be wiped out, and everything
will he plain sailing.

Mr. North: There was also a letter in
'The West Australian" on 'Monday.

2[r. .J. IIENEY: T am coming to that.
That was the complaint of the leading article.
It referred to the passing of money to the
pockets of the wvorkers, and said it was
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"9political stunting." It also suggested that
if three or four men from the Opposition
were elected to a composite 'Ministry, every-
thing would he all right. The article con-
cludes with these words-

This done, there would be no further ocea-
sion for political stunting, and the recon-
structed Government would be in a position to
govern confidently and far-sightedly on non-
party lines, Nothing more effective than this
could be devised to counter the daily trend to-
wards unification and to restore the dwindling
prestige of the State Legislature.
That was published on Saturday, and on
Monday seone genius wrote to the paper and
signed himself "Interested." Whilst he used
the phrases employed by the leading article
on the previous Saturday, in which the
Opposition is charged with not having cour-
age, the remarkable thing is that this person
signs himself "Interested" and has not cour-
age enough to sign his name to the letter.
He attacks the State Parliament for drift
during recent times, for slackness, ineffi-
ciency and so on. He then takes to task
the repreentation of the State Parliament
at Loan Council meetings, Premiers' con-
ferences, etc. He says that the war situa-
tion and party interests over-ride everything
else, and that there should be a burst of
State indignation at all Commonwealth
gatherings.

Mr. Marshall: Did he not say anything
about the second front?

Mir. J. HEGNEY: No, but he criticised
the representatives at those meetings. Tt
can be said that our State Parliamentary re-
presentatives have acted as courageously-

M~r. Mfarshall: As he did, anyhow!
Mr. J. HEONEY: -as representatives

from any of the other States. Our repre-
sentation would not suffer by comparison
with that of other States. No matter what
outburst a State Premier had made at the
Premiers' Conference or Loan Council meet-
in'g, he could not have affected the position
one iota.

The 'Minister for Mines: The Premier
made a pretty good speech at the meeting
I attended.

'Mr. J. AEGNEY: Yes, and I have no
doubt that the Acting Premier strongly put
the point of view of this State, and that
he did it with a good deal of ability.

Mr. North: It was one vote against seven.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: In this case ;t was not

one vote against seven. The State Pre-
miers were unaniuous on matters affecting

their vithl welfare. It cannot be, said that
the representatives of the other six Statces
were voting against Western Australia in
particular. The last paragr-aph of this
letter states-

The suggestion for remedying this extremely
serious state of affairs is the proposed ''forma-
tion of a composite 'Ministry.'1
That is the proposition put forwvard by ila'
leading article. Towards the end of his
letter "Interested" goes on to say-

is the necessary material available for such
a new administration?' The article speaks of the
Goverunent's being "contemptuous of Parlia-
nant,'' and again ''that no keenl sease of in-
jury'' comes from imembers, and still further
that time "Opposition has not been courageous
enough to force the issue."I Not munch material
here! The position is, however, desperate. An
election. is out of the calculation, primarily
because of the war position, but mainly because
new men are not likely to be attracted to an
obviously dying institution.
Just fancy that!

There secems to be emIly one imicans of re-
vitalising the general administration, from
wvithmin time Parliament as at preseat constituted.
That is to remove three men from thle tail of
the Government and replace them by the three
Tmdependents.

.Ur. Wilson: What did he mean by the
tall?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The letter continues:-
This would provide a new Minister represent-

ative of the metropolis (Mr. T. S. Hughes),
one for tile agricultural industry (Mr. H. TP.
Berry), and one for the mining industry ('Mr.
L. P. Kelly). This is a desperate remedy, but
is the State not in desperate need?
It certainly is a desperate remedy!I After
all his criticism and talk about inelliciency
and so on, and his suggestion of a com-
posite Ministry, that is the desperate remedy
which "Interested" put forward to over-
come the difficulties confronting this State
Parliament. All members of this Parlia-
ment do their duty to the best of their
ability. Certainly the war has overshadowed
many of our problems, but the Premier of
this State and the Government, amid mem-
bers, too, have had their say in that respect.
The Government has offered our State Gor-
ernmnt muachinery to the Commonwealth,
and we will all do our utmost to assist. That
offer was made by the Premier at the out-
break of the war. The Government wishes
in every possible way to assist the Commonl-
wealth in its task of organising Australia
on a defence basis. I myself, and other
members, have in various directions rendered
what assistance we couild. We have,
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through our party meetings, urged, that the
Premier should, at the Premiers' confer-
ences and Loan Council meetings, put for-
ward this State's point of view in regard to
matters appertaining to the welfare of
Western Australia, and particularly in -re-
spect to the manufacture of munitions.
finance and other questions of vital import-
an~ce to us. That has been done with the
idea of influencing the Premiers' Conference
and the powers that be in other places to
give this State greater consideration.

This Parliament is not at dying institu-
tion. If it is, it will be interesting to know
what will take its place. Western Australia
will require some Government machinery
if it is to function. Mly experience in this
State Parliament and with Federal authori-
ties, is that it will be impossible to have both
Commonwealth and State machinery. It
would be a tragedy if there were no State
Parliament to deal with matters of inter2st
to Western Australia. We have also to be
-careful that we do not get too munch civil
service administration. Both parliamentary
representatives and Mfinisters should see
that too much authority and power are not
delegated to civil servants. If it were so we
would not have government of the people
by the people but government by bureau-
eracy. In the Federal sphere, months go hy
without any Commonwealth Minister visit-
ing Western Australia to deal with prob-
lems that arise here. Should any matter
crop up respecting which there is any vari-
ance from the normal procedure, a decision
cannot be arrived at locally, and the ques-
tion has to be referred to Canberra for de-
termination. I have had many such experi-
ences, which apply not only to the Defence
Department but to other Commonwealth de-
partments as well. Tn those circumstances
Ministers of the State Government must
exercise great care to ensure that control by
the Civil Service does not usurp the func-
tions of the Government itself, which is so
often the position in the Commonwealth
sphere. Ministers must see to it that their
policy prevails.

During the course of the debate much
has been said about the vice squad in relation
to liquor reform and so forth. I shall not
labour that matter because the position
has been stressed by other speakers. Manny
points of view prevail, regarding the vice
squad, and in the course of his speech the
member for East Perth analysed the problem

in detail and gave utterance to a statement
to which I am sure he did not give adequate
thought. Generally speaking the hon. mem-
ber is logical in his arguments and his rea-
soning is sound. The words he used were-

The vice squad will not solve the present
problem-
He was referring particularly to the pre-
sence of young girls in hotel lounges, to
their association with soldiers and so on.

-for it was a biological problem which could
not be solved by theological precepts.
For the life of me I cannot understand how
any question of theological precepts could
enter into the consideration of the aetioiia
of members of the Police Force in going to

htlluges, interrogating young girls who
ap~peared to be uinder 21 years of age and
who arc under the influence of liquor, -who
are examined for health reasons and ulti-
mately appear before a magistrate who may
consider it advisable to place theni utnder
observation for a month or some other
period. No theological precept is involved
in that issue!I Onl the other hand, the pre-
sent *lpresents an abnormal period, and
very often young girls are carried away hr
their feelings.

Mr. Hughes: But the trouble regarding
hotel lounges did not arise with the -orn-
nencement of the war.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is so, but I
think the hon. nmemaber's statement was
wrong. I feel certain he does not believe
what he said. I am sure the new regula-
tions will have a deterring effect upon the
drinking that goes on at present at caba-
rets and other functions, Of course this
type of conduct has been indulged in for
the past 20 years or so and drinking at
dances has become a custom. Even among
the best people are to be found instances
of flasks being taken to dances in hip poc-
kets or liquor being brought along in motor
cars,

I regret that even young women com-
ing from the best of homes have been under
the influence of drink at dances and other
functions, and, in fact, the position has
reached the point ;vhere if ojie does not
take drink one is regarded as not acting
in conformity with the spirit of the party.
To me it is amazing that the drink prob-
lem associated with dances and so on has
not been tackled long ago. Experience in
connect ion with function-, conducted in the
Trades Hall at MIidland Junction has dis-
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closed the fact that it is almost impossible
to obviate this trouble. Always someone
brings along liquor and it is extremely dif-
ficult to cope with that phase. The customl
has grown up over the years, but in view
of the provisions embodiled in the new
regulations I trust that they will remain in
force for many years to come, particularly
as they affect; drinking in hotel lounges,
dance haUs and at functions generally.

During the course of his speech, the
member for Toodyay referred to the diffl-
cultics £ncperienced by school children in
the Midlnd' Junction and Guildford dis-
tricts. Schools iii West Midland and Belle-
rue were closed and the young ehild]*n
were dispersed. Same went to Middle
Swan, and on representations being made
to the Education Department a school w-as
opened at Swan View to alleviate the posi-
tion. Some of the older children have been
going to Darlington for their tuition. In-
fants have travelled from West Midland
to East Guildford, while others go to
Middle Swan. Generally s4peakinig, condi-
tions have not been satisfactory, and I
understand that at this juncture the mili-
tary authorities have no objection to the
re-opening of the schools I refer to. I
have been informed that those in control
of civil defence matters are the ones to
determine when schools should be re-
opened. In my opinion the time has ar-
rived -when at least sonic of the schools
should be availed of so that the difficulties
under which parents, and particularly
young children, have been lahouring mnay
he obviated.

Only this morning I heard the announce-
ment over the air that in Queensland the
Government is lifting restrictions formerly
imposed upon school children. and is per-
mitting very young children to return to
schools. In Western Australia the (r-
ernent has endeavoured to keep such
youngsters at school as much as possible.
The member for Toodyay, the member for
Guildford-Midlavd and I have made re-
presentations with a view to securing re-
lief for the -younger children. who have
had. to walk froin two to four iles to
school. In some instances where a bits was
available for transport -purposes, if the
accommodation of the vehicle was over-
taxed the children who could not secure
secats were required to walk the full distance
to school. The time has conic when the

Minister for Education should make repre-
sentations to the Civil ])efence Council on
the matter. I understand that the military
authorities have no objection to those
schools being reopened.

The Minister for Mlines: Is not there a
bar?3

Mr. J. REGNEY: I know there was a
bar in respect to the Perth Girls' School
and the Midland Junction State School, but
I understand the military authorities have
no objection to those schools being re-
opened.

The Minister for Mines: If that is so, one
would think that the military authorities
would advise the Civil Defence Council.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Civil Defence
Council might have been advised. However:
I m merely stating the attitude of the mili-
tary authorities.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is not the Air Force
after the East Perth school now?

Mr. J. HIEGNE Y: Notwithstanding the
needs of the military authorities, the educa-
tional needs of our children are of very
great importance. In 'Melbourne some time
ago the Minister for the Army stated that
no additional schools would be taken over
for military purposes. If that rule applies
in eastern Australia, it is reasonable to
suggest that it should apply also in 'Western
Australia. A protest should be entered by
the Minister for Education against these
schools not being put to the use for which
they were originally intended.

I have a complaint to make regarding the
shortage of firewood supplies. I know the
Minister for Labour has this matter in hand.
The Bassendean Road Board has experi-
enced difficulty in its area. Firewood was
promised for the district, but the supply
made available was altogether inadequate.
The position is already serious and, with
the further calling up of manpower, the
difficulties will be aeeentuated- The matter
is one for organisation to ensure that
urgently needed firewood supplies are made
available. Surely this Parliament and Gov-
ernment should take active steps in a mnat-
ter that so closely affects- the welfare of the
whole people, particularly elderly people
and children! Many citizens arc scrounging
around trying to get firewood in order to
carry, on their cooking&. Numbers of them
have been unable to obtain any wood at all
front mierehants, and have been compelled to
go out with prams and bicycles and find a
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little wood to meet their needs. The matter is
certainly one that should be investigated in
order that the difficulty may he alleviated.

The people are again being urged to con-
tribute to a war loan. An Austerity
Campaign is being inaugurated. People are
being asked to save and invest in the war
loan anid in war savings certificates. If con-
ditions of austerity were applied generally
it might be a good thing, but the people who
are urging others to practise austerity are
in fairly good positions, and I wonder
whether they practise austerity to the same
degree as many of the people I represent
arc compelled to do. We read in the Press
that Mr. J. L. Webb, the Chairman of the
Commercial Bank of Australia, appealed to
people to save and said we must insist upon
getting full value for every pound of public
expenditure. Sir Alexander Stewart, Chair-
man of the Trustees, Executor., and Agency
Co. Ltd., said that public spending would
have to be cut to the minimuni, sad that
a simpler life would have to be led and every
penny saved. During the period of the de-
pression many people had to live very
austere lives, which extended over many
years, and now, notwithstanding the in-
creased costs of commodities, they are again
asked to live austerely.

What we need is a levelling up of in-
comes. Let the people on the lower rungs
be brought up and not be compelled to live
such austere lives as they have had to do in
the past. If there was a better distribution
of the world's wealth, there would be no
need to appeal for the practice of austerity
Ca the part of the workers while other
people, after paying bigh income taxation.
are still able to get enough clothes and corn-
modities to enable them to live in reason-
able comfort. The workers have never been
in this happy position and, if they have to
live more austerely, their difficulties will be
great. There will be great need for post-
war reconstruction, but can anybody visual-
ise what the conditions will be after the
war? Are we to have a continuance of the
old evil of unemployment, with mnen, women
and children ill-clothevd, badly housed and
often in want? 'Many of our people are
badly housed. Some of the garages in
Perth are palaces compared with the homes
in wbich many people have to live.

What will be the condition of Europe and
the rest of the world after the titanic
struggle has ended? When the people of

the world are impoverished and prostrated,
when the nations of the world are exhausted,
what system will come into vogue? Will
the communistic system of the Soviet extend
through Europe, or will a system of
socialism be ushered in? Will the system
of capitalism, which is so strongly en-
trenched in the United States of America
and still well entrenched in Great Britain.
continue to operate? I assume that the
post-war plan will be conditioned by the
available resources and the particular form
the government takes. These are matters
of vital importance.

It is difficult to visualise what conditions
will prevail. We can only judge the future
by experience of the past, and the experi-
ence of the past leads us to believe that,
unless the people themselves take a keen
and active interest in their own affairs, the
conditions that existed during the depression
will continue after the wvar is over. It be-
hoves the people of the world, who are be-
ing- called upon to pay, stiffer, deny them-
selves and work excessive hours, to take a
much closer interest in the affairs and gov-
ernment of their country so that they may
mould an effective policy and enjoy a
greater share of the world's wealth.

I do not wish to detain the House longer,
realising how very difficult it is to follow
after a speech like that of the Minister for
Lands, who delivered a highly lucid exposi-
tion of many things that the State has done
and is doing. Certainly the members of
the Government, and more especially the
Premier and the Minister for Lands, have
used every possible effort to try to induce
the Commonwealth Government to realise
the need for looking after Western Aus-
tralia, both from the point of view of mili-
tary p~rotection ad that of industrial de-
velopment. Let me quote an instance that
occurred at the very' outbreak of the war,
wihen the Commonwealth Government
offered to contribute C15,000 towards the
expansion of the 'Midland ,Junction work-
shops. In response, the Premier made
available £30,000 or £40,000 as a supple-
ment towards the completion of the annexe
nowv at 'Midland Junction. That building
cost £E50,000 and we have heard during the
course of this debate that its activities have
been slowecd 11p through (delay in ieceipt
of necessar 'y supplies. The same l)ositi..n
has existed at the Welshpool factory.
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Members of this Party have urged the
sending of representatives to the Eastern
States with a view to securing more con-
tracts for Westurn Australian industries,
so that this State may obtain its share of
Commonwealth defence expenditnre, and
thus be enabled to build up industries. If
we have no industries iii Western Australia,
our boys4 now coming onl will in due time
be unable to learn a trade or else be forced
to migrate to eastern Australia. I know
scores of young fellows who learnt trades
here but went to eastern Australia, married
and settled there. All this because of the
fact that Western Australia had no indus-
tries in which they could be employed! It is
true that a factory has been established
at Welsbpool, hut the activities there are
not such as please ine. There is a hope
that the Wclshpool factory will give em-
ployment to at few thousand men, hut the
war may he over before that position is
reached. I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will help W'estern Australia in
the direction indicated. Again, wve have
other representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment. We are all aware, of course, that
the Prime Minister himself represents Fre-
mantle. It is the duty of all our Federal
representatives to ensure that this State shall
receive its reasonable share-we want no
more-of the contracts that are being let
and the work that is being made available
as the result of defence activities, so that
industries may be established here.

McI-administration and exploitation in
connection with contracts let by the Air
Force have been referred to by the member
for North-East Fremantle. He quoted an
instance where a manufacturer tendered for
the supply of sea-markers at a price of
1s. Td]. He explained to the Common-
wealth officers that he could supply one
description of sea-marker at 13s. 7d. and
another description at 14s. 7d. Eventually
he was paid 15s. 7d. to supply a portion
of the contract. The remainder of the con-
tract was let in Queensland at a price of
25s. 5d. So there was a clear rake-off of
£30,000 or £40,000 for the Queensland maiyu-
facturer. We have brought this case to
thle notice of the Prime Minister and of
the Federal Mfinister concerned, but so far
we have not made much progress. I re-
peat thint unless we can develop industries
here, our young mnent and youing women will
be forced to leave the confines of Western

Australia and seek employment in thle East-
ern States. Our Ministers have the task of
impressing the Commonwealth Government
with the need for giving to this State a
fair share of Federal industrial expendi-
ture. I thank members for their patient
hearing, especially as I follow the elo-
quentlv delivered4 speech or thle liniter for
Lands,

Question put and p~assed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (18)-FIRST READING.
1, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-

mnent.
Introduced by the Minister for Labour.

2, MXining- Tenements (War Time Exemp-
tions).

Introduced by the Minister for Mlines.
3, MINotor Spirit and Substitute Liquid

Fuels.
Introduced by the Minister for Indus-

trial Development.
4, Water Boards Act Amendment.
5, Road Districts Act Amendment.
6Y Public Authorities (Postponement of

Elections).
'7, Gold~edds Water Supply Act Amend-

ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

8, Dried Fruits Act Amendment.
0), Feeding Stuffs Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.

10, Bush Fires Act Amendment.
11, Albany Reserve Allotments.
12,P Perth Dental Hospital Land.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
13, Jury (Emergency Provisions).
14, Administration Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
15, Legal Practitioners Act Amendment.
16, Criminal Code (1913) Amendment.
17,
is,

Licensing Act Amendment.
Supreme Court Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Hughes.

House akiorued at 4.59 p.m.


