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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [218]:
Personaily, I wish to express thanks on be-
half of the Government and of the Premier
himself for the very kindly references made
to his health, and for the good wishes ex-
tended by all members who have spoken on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply. We hope that within a few weeks
the Premier will he again in his place in
this House, and he advised me last night
that he hoped to he able to attend at his
office much sooner than that.

The Address-in-reply debate has, I think,
once more justified its place among the ac-
tivities of this Chamber. Many opinions
have been expressed from time to time as
to the futility or otherwise of such debates,
but there is no doubt that the scope that is
offered to, and is availed of by, members to
dea! with all snbjects that come within the
ambit of a debate of such a description,
gives them the opportunity to express
views, ventilate grievances, and generally to
make valuable contributions to our discus-
sions, as well as to voice important com-
ments on varions topies, all of which are
recorded in “Hansard” T would regret
very much if members did not have such an
opportunity for the free expression of
criticism and to place before this House a
summary of conditions as they see them
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alfecting industries particularly associated
with thelr districts, in which they are per-
sonally inierested.

This year’s debate has been marked, gen-
eraliy speaking, by an absence of ecriticism.
If ever there was a period when we should
take notice of worth-while criticism, now is
the time, and the absence of such eriticism
from the debate that is now near ifs end
has been the more marked. It is obvious
that war-caused disabilities are affecting the
districts represented by members, as well
as industries with which they are concerned.
I was to some extent disappointed at the
number of members who mentioned their
keen desire to do more themselves and the
lack of any such opportunity. The public
outery that members might do more has he-
eome popunlar. Most of the comments are
eoming from those who are uninformed and
have no idea at all of the duties and re-
sponsibilities attaching to Parliamentarians.
Very few people are conseious of the work
done outside the precinets of this House by
members in general, and very few of the
public have any appreeciation whatever of
the administrative tasks that belong to the
Executive. 8o far as private members are
concerned, it is remarkable how it appeals
to the public faney to eriticise those who,
they believe, spend the only aetive part of
their lives within this Chamber.

Some of the fault les with members
themselves. When members criticise the
lack of opportunity they are really critieis-
ing their own efforts and themselves, be-
cause now, of all fimes, if a person is
anxious and has the will and the desire.
there is certainly within his own ecapacity
and within his own seope for initistive the
greatest opportunity for service and for
effort this country has ever offered. I
shonld like to pay a public tribute to the
work of the Leader of the Opposition. The
work of that hon. gentleman during the last
year or two in his personal association with
the war effort is something for which he
deserves all possible credit.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
we can afford to be generous to him for the
unsparing way in which he is exerting him-
self in the interests of this country. I sug-
gest to those who ecomplain that, within
their own resourcefulness and initiative,
they will find ample scope if they will only
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endeavour to seek the work that is to be
done.

There is another popular ery to which I
should like to refer. It is unfortunate that
all the “mothers of ten,” the “pro hono
publicos” and Commonwealth Ministers,
too, have ample time to critcise the States
generally—the achievements of States and
the spheres of States’ activity and useful-
ness. 1 should like to ask for something
specific from those who eritieise. Not
mercly do I wish to say very pertinently
that I feel the States and those who are
administering the affairs of the States have
nothing to apologise for, but I ean see very
little to induce them to revere the Com-
monwealth in connection with its activities,
The States’ administration and the States’
direction are an object lesson to the Com-
monwealth if it wilt accept an object lesson.
One could be unkind enough to say that
very many of the Commonwealth adminis-
trators are mere tyros in administration.
Yet it is from them that the States are be-
ing subjected to a variety of eriticism, to
unkindly comment, at every opportunity
that is offered.

‘We have heard in high-flown oratory some
very unfair comments that have emanated
from the Commonwealth sphere on the
duties and responsibilifies of the States. T
shonld like to ask those who offer snch
eriticism whether they ever refleet upon the
opportunities accepted by State administra-
tion and the achievements of such adminis-
tration. Who has been responsible for the
development of the States? Whether it be
a land policy, a railway policy, accepting
adviee and answering needs and, in a Com-
monwealth sense, making the Commonwealth
possible, all ecomes back to State adminis-
tration and State management. Who. has
been responsible for rural policy and rural
development in every State? Has it been
Commonwealth administration? Which ad-
ministration has ecured the ills within a
State? Is it not that experts in every de-
partment have made progress and produc-
tion possible in every State? Consider
what the scientists have done under State
jurisdiction. I am sure my friends of the
Country Party would he most generouns in
a review of the efforts and the results
achieved by scientists of the States in the
solving of State problems.

Mr. Hughes: BScience owes nothing to
polities.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
take notice bow the State officers, directed
by the political administration, have made
progress, there is something for the Com-
monwealth to look up te rather than to con-
demn. Who has been responsible for the
roads of the States and the publie works
of the States? Some might say that the
good roads of the States have come from the
petro]l tax. Bnt where did the money come
from? Not all of it was handed back that
was collected. Al of those things have been
dene firstly from money collected within the
States, and then have been donc hy the or-
ganisations and management within the
States,

Hon. C. G. Latham: More use could be
made of State organisations and manage-
ment today, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
States as distinet from the Commonwealth
bave had nothing to do with defence pro-
grammes; but they have asgisted the Com-
monwealth, through their organisations, to
put into effeet such defence programmes
and defence works. Without the States’ ad-
ministration and the States’ Departments
how could such works have been accom-
plished? I make no apology in any sphere
to any Commonwealth authority, but 1 sug-
gest that such Commonwealth authorities
as have been pleased to eavil and to con-
demn should merely make a survey. Let us
look at the faects squarely! Let us look
around and see precisely where the States’ re-
sponsibilities have heen accepted and where
the work has been donc—to the great credit
of the whole of the Commonwealth.

Hon, C. &. Latham: We could do a great
deal more if the Commonwealth would en-
trust the work to the States.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
could, and moreover we could do much more
if we did not feel at times that there was g
certain amount of misplaced loyalty. While
we are being chided like children, while we
are being lectured, while we are being told
that if some tiddleywinking thing is not
done by a State Government that State
Government is not worth its salt, I would
like to point out to Commonwealth authori-
ties that they have always Dbeen highly
pleased, when there bave been unpleasant
things to do, to kmow that State Govern-
ments and State Premiers are in the back-
ground not merely to be the huffer but ae-
tnally to do the job. Therefore I regret
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that Commonwealth Ministers, and even the
Prime Minister himself, for whom I have
a very great regard—he is a man of tre-
mendous ecapacity and achievement—shonld
ally themselves with the people who arve
pleased to condemn State efforts, but in my
opinion are very gratefnl in their hearts
for the tremendous eflorts made by the
States on behalf of this Commonwealth.
After all, it is a trifle wearying to Teceive
constant unfair comment from those who
are “dressed in a little hrief authority.” T
am hoping that the Commonwealth will have
a mueh greater appreeiation of the place of
the States in this Federation, and give
the States jobs to do—advise the States of
the needs of the moment, whereapon the
jobs will be done.

The Western Australian Government is
greatly disturbed on behalf of all its citizens
because of the vulnerability of this State,
and, through this State, the vnlnerability of
the Commonwealth. It is an aspect which
we, as a State Government, have constantly
presented to Commonwealth authorities.
We are acutely conscious of the nearness
of the enemy. In my opinion it may safely
be conjectured that the next two or three
months will prove te be the most vital in the
history of this commonwealth of nations,
Af this moment the war is more indivisible
than ever. It is so widespread that every
continent is affected, and almost every
people  Our much-vaunted British Empire
and its far-flung resources are at this mo-
ment not wholly the resonrees we bave been
pleased and proud to believe in; to some
extent they are very severe handieaps. We
are unfortunately placed in that the major
enemy, Germany, has been able to eonduct
its part of the war by extending its cir-
cumference rather than hy covering tre-
mendous areas outside a continent to get
men, materials and things necessary for war
to the scene of operations. In my opinion
there is no doubt that even within the next
two or three months the whole situation
could change overnight by happenings in
Russia, because it does appear that, viewing
the tremendous resources nmow at the service
of the enemy, if we can reach the coming
European winter without the collapse of
Russia we shall indeed have some greater
prospeet, although a highly diffienlt task.
If anything unfortunate were to happen to
Russia, then the (German command within
the Continent of Europe would have free-
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dom to recuperate, would have tremendous
assets to draw upon, and would have an
opportunity to do very serious things to the
heart of our Empire, to England.

Our Prime Minister has reeently said
that this country is in peril as also are
its assoeiates, and we have to share the
perils ad we share the resources. It is well
to remember, too, that so far as this island
continent of ours is concerned the earrying
of the war into the enemy’s camp must
mean that Australia will have to be the
store-house and the jumping-off place for
the nations attacking the encmy to the
north. There is something to he con-
seious of, something that very many
eritical people lose sight of, and that is the
importance of the civil population in such
times. After all, it is by the eivil popula-
tion that production must he achieved. It
is the civil population that has the respon-
sibility of producing ail necessary ma-
terinls—the food and the money. The im-
portance of ecivil production in connection
with the war effort is frequenty lost sight
of, The directors in a civil sense must be
gnided by, and it is mecessary that they
must have faith in, their military advisers.
It is neceessary, when they meet, that the
civil directors take that advice; but it would
be highly unfortunate if, while they have
the blind faith, there is not a suffieient re-
view of their needs and of the dependence
they place upon the judgment of their mili-
tary advisers. We find generals disagree-
ing on matters of sirategy.

We hear whisperings and many murmur-
ings of why this or that is done. The Aus-
tralians will find that very many un-
pleasant things are constantly being said,
and I would suggest that in order to get to
the bottom of the validity of many of such
statements and such opinions it is necessary
not merely for the civil leaders to have the
opportunity to meet the generals in charge
in all spheres of operation. What happens
today is that the military advisers meei the
politieal leaders regularly, but that we

_ often find discontent and. discord as between

the leaders in the military sphere—
the general officers and the superiors.
the responsihility of conducting a battle or
defending an attack rests with the G.0.C.
in his partieular sphere; but if he is not
satisfied, if the populace is threatened by his
dissatisfaction, it eertainly should be possible
to arvange for meetings of the General
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Ofticers  Commanding and their superior
generals with the eivilian chiefss  Surely
that could he done! We might thus get a
better understanding; we might got to know
whether this side or the other side is receiving
patronage, whether materials destined and
needed here are not getting here for any
particular reason. These are topies of eur-
rent comment, and an opportunity to over-
come the difficulties would be furnished if
the way were made clear for the gencrals of
the six States and the other senior officers
toa meet Sir Thomas Blamey with the eivil
chiefs. ’

From reports recently made to Premiers
of the various States, it is obvions that we
are not as strong anvwhere as we would like
to he; but it is also obvious that during the
last six months much material and equip-
ment have come to this eountry, thus put-
ting it every week in a mueh stronger posi-
tion. We have to share the equipment, some
of which is coming from far distant ports,
with all the other theatres of war. We have
no other sources of supply but our own in-
ternal manufacture and those of England
and our allies. The material has to come
long distances and is subjeet to many inter-
ruptions. TLosses have oecurred, but never-
theless it is admiticd—and truly so—that
our position is materiaily better than it was
six or even three months ago. We are
hetter off in all those things that are comn-
sidered to be the wherewithal for waging
this war. While we can expect no special
treatment, we do expect and desire to get
our right proportion, according to the risks
that must he incurred, to meet the demands
of this country in waging the hattle.

Hon. €. (I, Latham: We need a daily im-
provement, I should think.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
shipping position is indeed serious in a
world-wide sense,  All of us know how
serious it has been for Great Britain. It is
exceedingly grave for Australia, not merely
econeerning the goods we need, hut also the
goods that we produce to cxport to other
eountries.  Ninee speaking previously in
this Chamber, 1 have had the opportunity
to visit parts of the State that have suffered
at the hands of the ememy- I have scen the
nature of his destruction. I have noted how
thorough have heen moves made by bim,
and I pay a tribute to the eourage of our
people who have elected to remain in those
parts, and who are living there under very
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serious circumstances. The enemy has de-
stroyed in some cases all their assets and
means of livelihood, and has upset the way
of living of very maay people in the North.

What these people have done for them-
selves in their isolation, under such adverse
circumstances, is certainly an objeet lesson
to the other sections of the community far
removed frem the actnal scene of batile.
The Government has endeavoured te case the
burden for those people. The story is one
that eannot be told in this House; but what
is heing done to ease the burden is only what
those people are entitled to. The Govern-
ment would, 1 feel confident, receive the ap-
proval of every section of the eommunity
if the whole story could he told. Suffice
it to say, happenings in the North during
the last seven days are serionsly threatening
our aetivities in getting food to those people;
but, fortunately, if we are allowed to pro-
ceed with the plans that have been laid
down, we shall be able to get the necessary
supplies there before the normal wet scason
sets In. What else is happening there does
not matter very much, cither from the point
of view of information or news; but so far
as the Government is concerned—

Mr. Marshall: What Government do you
speak of?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
State Government.

Mr. Marshall: That is right.
it!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No one
else has been doing so.

My. Marshall; We want to know whether
it is the Commonwealth or the State Govern-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All that
has been so far done has been done at the in-
stigation of and by the State Government. We
are ¢continuing our policy of doing our utmost
for our people living far removed from
Perth, They are the first line of defence for
this part of the State. T am hoping that
mueh more can bhe dane in n defence sense,
so that not merely shall their interests he
sufeguarded, but, through such safeguard-
ing, the well-heing of Australia. Some of
the things attempted and achieved involve
big undertakings. Great risks had to he ac-
cepted, but so far the results have been
satisfying. We hope they may continue to
be so. When one considers the road dis-
tance from Perth to Broome is 2,000 wmiles

Emphasise
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and the road distanee from Broome to
Wyndham an additional 800 miles, one gets
some idea of the magnitude of the under-
taking to supply the needs of the people
in the North.

Shipping losses avound the coast of Aus-
tralia have been big enough to cause serious
intervuption in the trade that is so neces.
sary between the States. If any of our
people not serving in uniform but fol-
lowing their normal vocation, are dis-
tinetly heroes, it is the men of the mer-
chant service. All over the world they are
making a remarkable contribution to our
war effort. Their work and achievements
within Australian waters are something to
be proud of. The activities of enemy sub-
marines in Australian waters are perhaps
much preater than the public has been led
to helieve. Such activities and the conse-
quent losses are something the enemy him-
self would like to know a great deal ahount.
but they are some of the few things where
censorship and silence have prevailed to
some satisfaction. As my colleague, the
Deputy Premier, said this morning, one
never heralds or mentions the movements of
the Navy.

It is important to remember that, if we
are not furnishing the enemy with news he
would like to ohtain, the hest news we can
get is either silence ov the truth. That is
something I intend to deal with at a later
stage. We are in a much more fortunate
position than the Old Country in regard to
supplies. That might appear to be an idle
statement, but when one considers that the
community of England is living on a butter
ration of two ounces and a margarine
ration of four ounces a week, and that those
are the only fats available to the people, it
will readily be appreciated how difficult is
their position.

Many serious dislocations of interstate
trade have occurred in Australia. There
have heen some very hadly adjusted eargoes,
comments in econnection with which have
been freely ventilated here and in the Press,
but therc are many reasons for the bad ar-
rangements, and not the least of them is the
gelfish elamour by personatly interested
firms, who have sought to get their way
and to have their ageneies st plied with the
goods they consider are in the first order
of priovity. When diseussing shipping mat-
ters vecently with the Shipping Control
Board, I was advised hy the chairman, Mr.
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Justice Clyne, that he had reeeived, in the
course of a day or two, two requests from
Western Australian  merchants for large
quantities of South Australian wines to bhe
shipped to Western Australia because of
the extreme shortage of that commodity.
That is the sort of request that is being
made by intercsted persons, but fortunately
the Shipping Control Board is being guided
by the State authorities in regard to priority
orders. Many diffieulties have been oecca-
sioned on account of the size of the vessels
available. A 5,000-ton ship appear- at a
particular port to dischavge cargo. Sud-
denly, she finds herself unable to eall at cer-
tain ports, and it is therefore necessary for
her to take on eargo much lower on the
priority list. There are many inequalities
that we are endeavouring to iron out.

In the matter of coal, this State is largely
dependent on Newecastle. We could not
light a gas fire, or use gas for domestic pur-
poses at all, if Neweastle coal were not
imported inte this State. Our requirements
are about 2,300 tons to 2,500 tons a month.
There has been difficulty in getting eolliers.
We have a sister State adjoining ours whose
total coal needs have to be supplied by New-
castle. The requirement of South Australia
is in the vicinity of 80,000 tons a month, all
of which has to he conveyed to that State.
The competition for the shipping available
is therefore intense, beeause certain types
of ships are very searce. It has not been
possible to avoid encroaching on the normal
reserves of Collie eoal in this State, but it
seems that, as a result of the considerate at-
titude of the Shipping Control Board, the
position is improving. It had not improved
in the last week, but the prospects are that
we shall not only be able to hold the posi-
tion, bat will also be able to accumnulate
reserves in the near future. The Midland
Railway Co. does not as a rule use any loecal
coal at all, and is dependent on importation.
Then, for summer work and for certain
ecountry work, our own Railway Depart-
ment demands Neweastle coal. Apart from
this, our own reserves of local coal and the
supplies available have to some extent been
lessened.

Members will be aware that I have no
desire to encroach on the province of the
Minister for Mines, but T know he wishes
me to outline the position. The problem
locally resolves itself into two aspeets: An
inerease in the production of native eoal for
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railway and other purposes for use within
the State, and an increase in the supply
of Neweastle coal for all the other purposes
for which that coal is nceded. The latier
difficulty is reeeiving urgent attention, and
it 15 hoped we shall not be faced with the
necessity for imposing the extreme measures
found neeessary in South Australia. One
loea) difficulty has been that so many young
men have left the coalmining industry and
are now in the Forces, and that we have an
older generation, much depleted in numbers,
trying to cope with the situation. No fewer
than 154 employees from one company alone
are in the Forees. Yonng miners—154 of
the best producers—have been taken from
the Collic coalfield.

It must be remembered by all concerned
that the internal economics of a eouniry con-
tinue to be very important in time of war. As
a matter of faet, the well-being and internal
economy of this country have, I fear, been too
little regarded, both by the military authori-
ties and by the appropriate Commonwealth
administration. There is not much prospect
of this country continuing to be on an even
keel in respeet of all its domestie needs,
whether of a primary or a secondary nature.
unless some regard is paid to the import-
ance of civil life in such times as these,
Shipping has affected us in an interstate
sense in one matter that is vital to our food
production. I refer to the availability of
fertilisers, without which, with the exeep-
tion of a very limited area, ours is a very
poor old State agriculturally. Our capacity
to produce without fertilisers is very re-
stricted. In spite of the secientific know-
ledge we have gained in regard to fertilisers
for crops, we cannot get very far unless the
requisite fertilising agencies are available
to us. The restriction of fertilisers will he
a very serious himiting faetor on the pro-
duction that we wish to achieve during the
next year or two. Every effort has heen
made to cope with the situation hy eurtail-
ment, by eliminating non-essentials, and hy
using the guantity of superphosphate avail-
able to the best purposes for which they
may be used. )

This applies not merely to superphos-
phate but also to nitrogenous fertilisers of
all forms. Since Japan entered the war, we
have been denied supplies from sources in
the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The last
stone to come to this Siate was from Egypt,
and many of the types of phosphoric rock
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being used now for the manufacture of
superphosphate in this State are very refrac-
tory. It takes mueh more sulphuric acid
to break them down. We have heard of the
rotting of bags and other such difficulties
that were mentioned earlier in the year by
the member for Pingelly and others, all of
which have occasioned new problems that
have had to be solved. There is a likelthood
that there will be a reduction from the nor-
mally specified content of 23% phosphorie
acid, which is likely to be nearer 189, be-
cause of the difficultics associated with
manufaecture. Because of the lessened guan-
tity of rock, the British Phosphate Commis-
sion is recommending only 509, of Aus-
tralia’s normal requirements, which will be
in the vieinity of 480,000 tons. That quan-
tity of superphosphate for Australia for
this coming Year is in sight. When we con-
gider that Western Australia’s consumption
three years ago was 265,000 tons we ean
realise how seriously we shall be affected
by this curtailment.

The allocations have been made to .each
of the States, and Western Australia is to
receive 120,000 tons for this year. It is to
have priority in connection with erops, and
such priorities have been given much con-
sideration. We have conferred with pro-
ducing interests on the matter, and it is
something which must be accepled because
no more is available to uws. What will
happen when the supplies within Australia
are exhansted is hard to say. Unless we
are able to use some of the lower-grade de-
posits within Australia our position will be
serious indeed within a very few years.
We are endeavouring to safeguard the posi.
tion in regard to tobaeco, vegetables, pota-
tees and other commodities which require
nitrogenous fertilisers more urgently than
do other crops. Many complaints are made.
I heard one today in the lobby of the House
in connection with the non-availability of
blood and bone fertilisers. All these things
must be regarded in the order of needs for
essential foodstuffs, so that we ecan en-
deavour to bridge the gap which other war-
caused disabilities ave creating for us. It
will he neeessary in the future to eontrol
all the different types of fertilisers, ineclud-
ing hlood and bone. We have for this year
lost the tremendous supply that used to
come from Wyndham. In addition, hecause
of the loss of nitrogenouns fertilisers that
used to be imported from South Ameriea,
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we had to make arrangements for sufficient
of the nitrate of soda compounds to safe.
guard the position which would normally be
met by supplies of sulphate of ammonia
and other highly nitrogenous chemiecal
fertilisers.

Some abuse of the ratioming of super-
phosphate has taken place, and some people
have laid in stoeks. So that that position
may be thoroughly examined, and so that
there will be available to the whole of the
State what is fair for each partienlar interest
to have, we are now seeking retvrns from
these people who have improperly hought
and stored fertiliser to the detriment of
others. Wg have some bad cases. Some
peopls  have endeavoured o safeguard
themselves, but others have endeavoured to
exploit the position. Tt is expected that by
using a lighter dressing in our wheat-grow-
ing areas there will be an opportunity to
get somewhere near an average because of
the residue of fertiliser left in the soil yeax
after year, and not wholly used by the
crops. But in our pastoral distriets, whilst
we can get along for a year or two with
lighter dressings, we are likely i{o strike
serious difficultics because of the depletion
of phosphoric acid and the inahlity to re-
place it after it has been taken from the soil
by the growing erops, and through these
erops by the cattle pastured thereon. We
feel that the cumulative effect of a phos-
phoric acid shortage will be very serious
indeed to this State within p year or two.

The diminishing quantities of superphos-
phate now available to us can be quickly
expressed hy noting the amounts used over

the last four years in this State. Theyv are
as follows:—
Year. Tons.

103040 265,000

104041 144,708

104142 180,000 (ap;il)reox.)

1042-43 120,354 {to be made avail-

able to ng)

We have gone from 265,000 tons down
to 120,000 tons, and as I mentioned
earlier, without fertiliser—particularly with-
out phosphorie acid—this State is not agri-
culturally rich. We are also very concerned
with other aspeets affecting production, and
feel that in cerfain Commanwealth spheres
there has not been a complete recognition
of the peenliarities affeeting this State’s
production. We have found considerable
overlapping in Commonwealth administra.
tion, particularly that affecting food pro-
duetton, and manpower. Had the Com-
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monwealth embarked on its food production
scheme by, firstly, measuring the total
nceds of the Commonwealth, civil and mili-
tary, and then given the job to the States
to do, it would have been done. It is with-
in the ambit of the States’ Government ser-
vices, and within their ability. They have
the organisation to implement it, and have
their loeal Parliaments to supervise it. The
stage is very guickly being reached when a
further fall in produetion of some primary
commodities will seriously embarrass the
war effort. That position should, therefore,
he rectified as quickly as possible.

The lack of manpower in rural activities
in this State is a serious matter. 1 flatly con-
tradict the statements made by the member
for Pingelly in his critieism of the Manpower
Officer, Mr. Stitfold, who is now responsible
for most of the manpower activities affect-
ing all industries. The hon. member =aid
that Mr. Stitfold was a man entirely un-
suited for the position. It was a most un-
warranted and unfair statement.

Mr. Berry: It was characteristie!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. Stit-
fold is an officer with wide experience in
State administration, Through the years
he has built up a tremendous knowledge of
State industry and aectivity., He is not
merely able, hut more important, he is ener-
getic and any problem with which he is pre-
sented receives emergetic consideration. A
report was recently laid on the Table of this
House to show some of the prospective diffi-
culties associated with manpower, and the
difficulties assoeiated with industry starva-
tion unless some of the aspeets connected
with manpower diffieulties reeeive urgent
attention. Wrapped up in food production
and in the difficulties assoeiated with feed.
ing troops here and outside Australia, and
in sending supplies to England, is the man-
power problem. Every effort is being made
to provide the food produection needs that
are now required by the Commonwealth
Government. Ii can only be by the mili-
tary authorities acknowledging the import-
ance of the produeer that we can get some
easement of a very difficult situation. We
found that in some industiies, prior to the
present eonstituted manpower authorities,
no progress could be made. There is today
the closest co-operation between the Deputy
Director-General of Manpower and the
military authorities, and I think members
who have experienced difficnlties in the past
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will admit that there has been an easement
of the burden they have feit in recent
months.

To give an idea of what is expected of
Australia in food needs 1 will mention some
of the goals we hope to achieve during the
current twelve months. In 1941-42 we pro-
duced 6,600 tons of butter, and hope to
reach 8,000 tons this vear, an increase of 21
per cent. Of cheese last year we produced
330 tons, and hope to produce 700 {ons
this year, an increase of 27 per cent. Last
yvear we produced 27,000 tons of beef, and
this year hope to produce 29,500 tons. With
respeet to lamb and muotton the production
last year was 22,000 tons and we are hoping
to get 26,000 tons this year. We produced
4,000 tons of pig meats last year and are
hoping to produee 6,000 tons this year.
Those figures cannot be reached unless there
is an acknowledgment hy the military autho-
rities, and those responsible for the release
of the appropriate manpower, of the im-
portance of that production. It eannot be
obtained by depriving industry of man-
power; we cannot in any way hope to in-
crease production by that means.

If we can get adequate notiee of pros-
rective prices and of the likely demand for
the produce we arve aiming to grow, and if
the whole business is properly planned, we
can expect to aehieve our end. I have no
fears in that regard. The producers are
most anxious to meet every situation that
may arise. Families have stinted them-
selves, amd women, girls and hoys have in
the country districts made, a remarkable
eitort to meet the urgent needs in specified
frads. It is necessary not merely to exhort
growers to be patriotic, but to exhort them
also to do their ptmost to mcet the man-
power situation in  the very important
avenues of food production. We ecan in-
ternally reduce the amount available to
eivilians of some commodities, but the best
solution would he to formulate a plan for
the employment of suitable labour that is
not wholly used in the military sense, but
eould he more efficiently used in a eivil sense
in food production. There will still be
somn export from this State: indeed large
quantities of commoditics will he shipped
from Western Australia. We shall thus be
helping to meet the feod position in England.
It is interesting to note that with respeet
to some commodities in the early stages of
the war Great Britnin agreed to take ma-
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terials from this State, and from the other

States of Australia, far in excess of her
necd at that time. She has honoured her
confrarts. [ think the position has now
been reached when every vessel available for
the shipment of food supplies te England
should he filled to the utmost eapacity
whether there is a price reduction or not.

Hon. C. &. Latham: I think they are heing
filted now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Great
Britain  signed contracts with all the
Dominions, even though in some ecases that
meant exeeeding her requirements and pay-
ing a greater price than that at which the
commodities were available from sources
nearer home.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That does not apply to
wool.

“The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
matter of export lambs and other commodi-
ties that Australia will have an opportunity
to export, we must keep an eye upon what
can be absorbed in Britain and use every
facility possible to get those things there.
During the sittings of Parlianment held
earlicr in the vear there were serious com-
plaints as to the difieulties confronting the
dairying industry becanse of depleted man-
power and the threat to production, and be-
canse of the slanghtering of calves and
female eattle which should have been kept
for later use in the industry, Last year,
however, was a record one in dairy pro-
duetion in Western Australia.  In butter
fat production our figures were 11.3 per cent.
in excess of those for the previous year.
We inereased our cheese production by 37.9
jer cent. in spite of manpower difficulties.
It seems from records available throngh the
offices of the Department of Agriculture
that although numbers of female catfle have
been sent to market owing to labour dis-
abilities there is every possibility if the
manpower position eases, of our improving
even on last year’s figures.

The labour position in some industries is
less happy than in econnection with the
dairying distriets. There is a T0 per cent.
reduction in seasonal labour for sheaving
aceording to the lafest figures; indeed there
has heen a 60 per cent. reduction of all pas-
toral labour available, In the dairying dis-
triets a 23 per cent. reduction has been rve-
corded, in wool-growing aveas a 45 per cent.
vedaction, i vitienlture g reduction of
ahout 40 per eent., and in vegetable growing
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in the metropolitan aren a reduction of 25
per cent,, and in country distriets a 40 per
cent. redunetion. In the poultry industry there
has bheen the severe curtailment of 70 per
cent, reduction. In the case of Hax and
the newer and smaller industries, as well as
in the e¢ase of tobaceo, the position is very
difficult and is likely to remain so. We
hope it will he possible to use female labour
for thosc jobs that are suitable for women,

Mr. J. H. Smith: 1 understand women
did a good job last year in the flax-growing
industry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Where
women have been employved they have done
excellent work. In many instances there
was n prejudice against the employment of
girls in industry, but it appears that there
ara severa]l spheres in which they have
proved partienlarly useful.

Mr. Thorn: In some instances the pro-
ducers could not provide the conditions
laid down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A re-
view of the manpower position from the
Commonwealth angle was made in this
morning’s paper. The position is so0 serious
that the national requirements demand con-
siderable sacrifices. There i3 no one to
whom an appeal can be made to do more
work or to spare more labour, nor is there
anyone to whom an appeal ean be made if
it is felt that the best use is not being made
of the serviees of those who have been
taken. That iz one of the diffienlties of the
sitnation. As is the case with many other
people, I should like to be assured that the
labour that is taken from industry is not
wasted in these times when it gets into mili-
tary cireles. Very severe condemnation was
expressed recently by the Minister for the
Army, Mr. Forde, of a statement by the
Premier of South Australia, who said that
administrative and office staffs attached to
military organisations had assumed tremen-
mendous proportions. While AMr. Forde
severely eriticised Mr. Playford’s statement,
I consider there is ample room for an imme-
diate survey, and an assuranee io the publie
that the manpower, of which we are being
depleted, is not merely fully oceupied but is
being directed into suitable avenue within
the control of the military authorities.

Mr. MeDonald: There is plenty of room
for such a survey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That ie
ra, and that applies to all States. Tt is very
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diffieult to obtain a true picture of the
wastefulness that exists, unless there is such
a survey. If they could be assured that the
men who have been taken from eivil life
are now heing usefully and adequately em-
ployed in military and other spheres, I feel
confident there would be an cven greater
effort on the part of the civil population to
make stil! further sacrifices respecting man-
power. Where skilled seasonal labour is
essential, sueh as in shearing operations, we
have in recent months had the advantage of
close co-operation on the part of the mili-
tary authorities. Hundreds of men have
heen released. Difficulties have been asso-
ciated with the release of men. Some did
not desire to be released while others, who
were made available, were not placed in the
particular industries for the purposes for
which their release was sought.

Summing up the position regarding food
production and the manpower position—
they are very much interwoven—it will be
readily seen that there are many difficulties
to be overcome if we are to achieve the
peak production that is so necessary in
view of all the cirecumstances. There must
be tolerance on the part of the Army re-
garding the availability of physically fit
men for urgent civil needs, if such men are
available and can be relensed for periods
that will not interfere with their military
training. Suggestions have been advaneed
that an Army labour corps should be ereated
from which all rural labour, seasonal or
otherwise, could be drawn. That and other
similar suggestions which have been put
forward have not made much progress. It
seems to me that, if such a battalion were
formed, it wonld then be possible for men
to be released temporarily for work in rural
or sccondary industries, according to the
needs of the moment. Such a move would
certainly effect a change in the restiveness
that obtains among the public in this re-
gard. We have reached the peak in rural
activities at which an embargo must be
placed on the ealling-up of men from coun-
try districts. The position is verv serious.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is indeed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never-
theless we vead in the Press statements re-
garding the necessity for more manpower
being made available. We ave told that fur-
ther sacrifices of manpower must he made,
Interwoven with that phase is the question
of the efficient use of the manpower already
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called up. In reviewing the season it is
a pity to think that ecircumstances, both
economically and from the point of view of
hostilities, are suech that we eannot fully
enjoy the effects. (Generally speaking, the
present would otherwise have been the hest
season experienced by Western Australia for
very many years. The season has been
good throughout practically the whole of
the State. Members will appreciate the
fact that with the advent of such a good
season there have been many attendant
worries, For instanee, in the pastoral areas
never before has the prevalence of the blow-
fly pest been so apparent or its depreda-
tions so pronounced. In portions of the
northern areas represented by the member
for Pilbara and the member for Roebourne.
30 per cent. losses have been experienced
with the ewes.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That refers to ewes
that have been struck,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; to
actual losses of ewes due to the blowfly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That applies to the
total flock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To the
ewe population of the flock. One difficulty
in that part of the State, as the Leader of
the Opposition knows, is the impossibility
of mustering. A ewe, when struck, lies
down under a bush and the animal cannot
receive attention. As there cannot be a
muster, the ewe remains there and dies.
The absence of labour for such a purpose
is a contributing factor to very serions
losses in parts of the North-West where the
blowfly has not formerly constituted a
‘menace.

Myr. J. H, Smith: Could the ewes not be
crutched ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
iabour for that is not availahle.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And crutching doer
not affect the position regarding the strike.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thesc
are some of the special difficulties due to the
season and the manpower position.

Mr. Warner: Are not the sheep being
affeeted by new types of fly?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are several different types of blowfly, and
I hope the one that has wrought so much
damage in the Gascoyne and the Murchisen
never teaches the southern arveas, for it is
very viruleat.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Next I shall refer to difficnlties associated
with price-fixing. Many justifiable com-
plaints have been voiced in that regard by
all sections of the public, and it has been
amply demonstrated that many pitfalls
eXist to confound anyone charged with the
administration of price-fixing arrangements
and decisions. One difficulty experienced in
Western Australia is that for a long time
there was reluetance on the part of those
charged with priee-fixing responsibilities to
confer with others who had a better know-
ledge of the subject and of phases to be
understood and measured when prices had
to be fixed. X refer particularly to prob-
lems associated with primary commodities.
We have in Western Amstralia at present
the speetacle of imported potatoes eosting
£22 10s. a ton and heing retailed at prices
aceordingly, while local producers ave paid
only £11 per ton— that bheing the fixed price
—for potatoes that cost pounds more than
that amount to 7rnise at any other
time during the year. That pasition
brought ahout a reduction of the present
crop by hundreds of tons at least, becaunse
the growers did not know where they stood
regarding prices.

Hon. . G. Latham: Some of the local
potatoes, I suppose, will be sold as the im-
ported article.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position is diffieult. The argument has heen
advanced that metropolitan washed pota-
toes, which always command £1 or more
compared with the priee paid for old pota-
toes, should receive more consideration and
the only answer we have had is that
the growers are allowed 1s. per ewt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If they got the aver-
age price, the position would not be so bad.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are many difficulties.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Could not your depart-
ment control that position?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: O0Of
course it could, but the department is not
allowed to do so. The opinion was ex-
pressed by one or two members that State
Governments and departments were anxious
to pass on their respousibilities. T shal)
show later what we have tried to do with a
view to securing to the public cheaper sup-
plies.

Mr. Thorn: Is the Commonwealth octopus
responsible for the potato position?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position in Western Australin is due to
shortage of production when supplies were
available in other States. Unfortunately we
had to aceept the produce of other States,
bringing ahout £13 10s. in those States, and
pay £22 10s. per ton for it here. An in-
stance was brought under my notice recently
by departmental officers of the obstinacy of
price-fixing authorities in connection with
fixing the price of poultry. Many mem-
bers represent districts in which poultry is
produced. There are many people who are
prepared to pay large sums for cockercls
and gobblers of a particular type suitable
for table use—heavy birds—but the price-
fixing authorities have decided that the
price shall be fixed by the pair, not by the
pound. Consequently, if a particular par-
tiecular breed or type which was not in
existenee in 1939—that is the basic year for
prices—comes on the markef, the grower
can receive only a special price per pair,
and that is a maximum price. On the same
day we may find that, on aecount of scar-
city of supplies, white Leghorn eockerels
will bring the maximum price, too. That is
where we are drifting. But the price-fixing
authorities will take no heed. How are
lamb, beef, mutton and pork purchased?
Those lines are bought on the hoof but sold
by the pound at a fixed price.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And so is poultry,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course it is! A subject mentioned by the
member for Pingelly and the member for
Katanning in their contributions to the de-
bate was the =zoning of cream. The
member for Pingelly said he was surprised
to learn that National Security Regulations
had been issued stipulating that all farmers
must send their eream to the neavest fac-
tory. He said he did not know how such a
regulation could have been passed. This is
the unfair part; he apparently considered
it a suitable opportunity to express his
views about a desire on the part of the
State Governmenti to pass on responsibility
to the Commonwealth. So also did the
member for Katanning. ~ T understand also
that a member of another place made com-
ments over the air blaming the Government
for trying to get the Commonweslth to do
something that should not be done at all.
What are the facts? T think those members
spoke without being in full possession of
the facts, rather than maliciously, but it is
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something about which they might have been
more carveful, and with which they might
have made themselves better aequainted be-
fore offering comments of that sort.

Mr. Watts: In the first place, it came
from a member of your own party.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A resi-
dent of the district of the wmember for
Williams-Narrogin approached the Com-
monwealth authorities to try to get an over-
riding decision rezched by the Common-
wealth hecause the State would not do it.
That gentleman wrote to the Commonwealth
in these terms—

I wish to present the case to compel all
farmers to forward their cream to the nearest
factory and te reduce the number of fae-
torics manufacturing butter in this State from
14 to eight,

Mr. Doney: Who was the writer?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
the letter; Myr. Corrigan wrote to the Minis-
ter for Commeree expressing those senti-
ments, The Minister for Commerce for-
warded the letter to me for comment. I
wrote to the Minister as follows:—

The zoning of cream so as to cuuse farmers

to forward their supplics to the nearest factory
ig one which, though at first sight it may ap-
pear most desirable, is fraught with a number
of practical difficulties particularly in thia
State, It would be unjust to force farmers
to send their cream to the nearest factroy if,
by so doing, they had to accept a lesser amount
per pound for their produce. If compulsory
zoning of eream is introduced, it also will be
necessary to compulsorily fix the price which
all factories must pay for butter fat.
I am advised also that the agent for Mr.
Corrigan in this ¢ity made representations
to support Mr. Corrigan. The matter of a
decision would depend upon the recommend-
ation of the Deputy Director of Organisa-
tion of Industry, Mr. Taylor. That gentle-
man interviewed me and said he would
make no recommendation of such a charae-
ter unless he had the support of the State
Department of Agriculture. Therefore it is
unfortunate that members should seize on
matters of that sort in order to complain
that the State Government is endeavouring to
get the Commonwealth to do something that
the State does not eare to do, seeing that the
statements are not in accord with faets. T
have all the papers, and members may see
both letters if they so desire.

There has heen much ¢omment in the
P’ress and in this House on what is known as
the Seully wheat plan.
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Hon. €. G. Latham: I did not like vour
answer the other day. I do not think it was
to the point.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T eannot
help that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You should supply
the facts when you are asked a question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I always
supply the faets. I do not know what the
hon. gentleman is referring to.

Hon- C. G. Latham: You know what the
charges on wheat are. I found out from
anotlier sourece, and vour departmental offi-
cers must know, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is referring to the answers 1 gave
to his question?

Hon. . G. Latham: Yes,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
answers contained all the information I had
at the time, and were in accordance with
the facts.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You do not know the
handling costs on wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Y=

Hon. C. G. Latham: [ got them from
another source,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member asked what reduction in handling
charges would be made in respect of wheat
in a particular pool or delivery, That is
not the point I am dealing with. T wish io
diseuss the Seully wheat plan which has
received comment favourable and unfavour-
able in this Chamber, and has received much
eriticism and favourable comment in many
patts of Australia.

Mr. Watts: Is it a plan?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
has heen a lot of eonfusion so far. Last
werek the Commonwealth Government asked
the States to permit their officers, who are
dealing with these matters, to confer with
the Australinn Wheat. Board on the difficul-
ties associated with implementing the plan,
Thosr officers met and, although the dilfienl-
ties were pointed out to the eonference, there
was not an officer or Minister present who
could give a decision upon any one of the
difficult points presented.  Therefore, in
spite of our having heen asked for all the
difficulties to e presented, we so far have
not had one answer to the very pertinent
questions asked. There are many difficulties
associated with tbe implementation of the
stheme, whose merits or demerits 1 do not
wish to discuss. The meanber for Irwin-
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Moore took me to task in the l’ress some
time ago because the figures 1 used,
according to him, were out of date.

Mr. Berry: They were!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
were Tight up fto date. 1 will quote the
figures for 1941-42, whick will bear out my
statement. Someone has been misleading the
hon. member, but I do not think it has been
Joeo Watsou, ns one menher saggested. Re-
garding the plan, I do not know mueh more
about it thaon what has been published in
the mewspapers.

Mr. Doney: I do not think you like it
very mueh, do you?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is well
to know the relative groups of production
that are affected by the 3,000-bushel scheme.

In the 3,000-bushel limits which are dis-
closed by the figures of the No. 5 Pool of
last year, it is shown that 50.5 per cent. of
our growers produced 165 per cent. of the
State’s wheat, and the balance of 49.5 per
cent, produced 83.5 per cent. Of ihe
33,968,000 bushels delivered to the No. 5
Pool of last year, all but 16.5 per cent. was
delivered by people who produced over 3,000
bushels—which is a very interesting point.

Same of the (uestions asked of the Com-
monwealth Wheat Board or the officers of
the Commonwealth Department of Com-
merce were of this nature: Where a farmer
and his wife and his sons elected to come
within the scope of onc lieense for the pur-
pose of registration, would they he per-
mitted fo have separate licenses as indi-
vidual farmers for the purpose of the 3,000-
bushe] scheme? Again, a farmer and his
wife have a property each. The hnshand,
working both properties, has at his request
been issued a joint license. Can he now ob-
tain a separate license in order to qualify
for 3,000 bushels on each property? If so,
from what date will the transfer be ae-
cepted? Another farmer has his own pro-
perty, and leases two other farms. Is he
entitled to 3,000 bushels at 4s. on cach pro-
perty leased? A landowner has his pro-
perty leased to two separnte farmers, and
as renial gets say, 800 bushels. Does the
landowner get 4s. per bushel for his 800
bushels, and in addition is each share
farmer entitled to 4s. for the first 3,000
bushels? TIf not, what is the apportion-
ment?

Where a farmer has separate blocks of
land in the names of several of his family,
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but has in the past worked the property in
his own name as one farm covered by a
joint license, will he be permitted to cancel
the joint license and take out separate
licenses to permit each member of the
family to obtain the 3,000 bushels? Does
the first 3,000 bushels at 4s. apply to a re-
gistered farm, or to each of the severa)
license holders¢ A farmer with 900-acre
license crops 300 acres himsclf, share-farmsz
300 acres, and rents the balance of 300
acres. Will each be paid 4s. per bushel on
the first 3,000 bushels?

Those matters are highly important to
farmers in Western Australia. Leased pro-
perties are often conducted on a bushelage
refurn as one, and who is to get the 4s. and
who is to get 2s.1 Is the leasehold to be
on a 4s. bushel or on a 2s. bushel? This
affects many properties farmed as lease-
holds. I have the list of these questions,
The arrangement materially affects share
farming and eropping farming in this State.
So far we have no answers to any of these
questions; at the conference there was mno
one present who could answer them. There-
fore we are still without a decision. T will
leave rural matters there.

Mr. Marshall: And that is the efficiency
of the Federnl authorities!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As the
Budget will be introdunced shortly, I do not
wish to encroach on general finaneial mat-
ters. The recent Loan Council decisions can
be said, so far as this State is eoncerned, to
be satisfactory. Our approved loan ex-
penditure is £927,000, which, with care, will
meet this financial year's requirements. The
Commonwealth asked that from all States’
anticipations for.the time being deficit pro-
visions should he left out of eonsideration
of loan programmes, to be considered at a
later stage. For this State £30,000 was in-
cluded for semi-governmental borrowings.
Local authorities will apply to the Minister
for Works for approval in that conneetion.
Although it was decided officially that there
could be no money available to this State
for farmers’ debt adjustment, eventually
£26,000 was granted for that purpese. Our
programme originally submitted to Sir
Harry Brown provided for expenditure of
£1,017,000, This amount was reduced by
Sir Harry to £827,000. We hbelieved this
reduction to be too drastie, and submitted to
the Loan Council that a further amount of
£100,000 should be allowed, subject to nege-
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tiation with Sir Harry Brown. Our pro-
position was accepted, and Western Aus-
tralia was the only State to secure from
the Loan Counecil an increase on the amounts
recommended by the Co-ordinator. Only 1
small loan raising was needed, because of
carry-over. It was also expected that
£120,000 would be obtained from loan re-
payments. Thus £231,000 was all that was
required to finance a tofal approved pro-
gramme of £027,000, It was agreed that
only works of defence value, or otherwise
imperative, would be undertaken by the
States, so that the fullest possible resources
wounld be available for war purposes.

In connection with uniform taxation I will
merely quote the figures for the purpose of
record, because there will he a review of
such matters within a few weeks, when the
Budget iz introduced. Uniform tax collee-
tions for this year will amount to £2,516,000,
less the Hospital Fund Tax of £375,000,
which will mean that it will be neecssary to
show in the HEstimates for this year Hospital
Fund Tax instead of its going into a separ-
ate fund, Being a commitment from Rev-
enne, it will leave the net result from uni-
form taxation at £2,271,000, which, as mem-
bers know, will be paid in monthly instal-
ments. From entertainments tax this State
colleeted in the vicinity of £07,000 last vear.
We expect to receive from the Common-
wealth the average of the last two years'
collections, or in the vieinity of £98,000. I
do not wish to intrude on matters that will
be disenssed when the Budget is presented,
nor do I wish to analyse loan spending, for
I know that the Premier himself hopes at
lenst to deliver to this House the statement
in connection with Loan Estimates.

I do not know whether I would he given
any latitude if 1 mentioned such things as
black-outs; but whatever there is associated
with the inability to use all the faecilities
we might use in peace-iime, I consider that
the prime motive for consideration is the
safety of the nation. I am of the opinion
that if we are not permitted to nse our nor-
mal faeilities which would ease our move-
ments at night, there is an urgent need for
revision of very many things which are
creating dangers to pedestrians and to
troffic in these days. ]

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister ecannot
enter into the merits of black-out itself.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T wish
to say merely that the closest examination
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is necessary, firstly to aveid anomalies,
secondly to aveid dangers—

Mr. Berry: In any sphere whatever.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: —hecause
of the ineonsistencies not altogether of the
restrictions as regards amenities which we
might otherwise have at night time. If we
can get consistency; if, in spite of military
needs, we can get a rvecognition that the
civil population has important rights; if the
inconsistencies of the military authorities
were to he ironed out, there would be less
dissatisfaction. The eomplainings are not
merely querulous complainings of people who
are suffering injustice and making saeri-
fices; they are valid. I am hoping that very
shortly the matter will be reviewed. The
appropriate  Minister 1in the Federal
sphere——

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Minister
will not pursue this subjeet much further.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. Laz-
zarimi is expected heve very shortly, and I
hope he will be able to smooth out at least
some of the anomalies. All of us at this
time are particularly concerned thnt ne per-
son, whether in the military or the civil
sphere, should benefit from circumstances of
war. We hope that no person is exploiting
the war circumstances,

Hon. N. Keenan: There are thousands of
them.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
member for Nedlands, in an almost inaudible
interjection, says there are thousands of
such persons. I am afraid there are many
people who are hoping the war will continue.
The Federal authorvities direeting the war
effort should ensure that no person, whether
in the eivil or the .military sphere,
should make a profit or bring anything to
himself from the war effort.

Mr. Hughes: How is it to be stopped? Is
a man now teceiving twice his pre-war
salary to continue to receive the higher
salary?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt de-
pends upon the nature of the serviees he is
rendering. If the war situation is not being
exploited

Mr. Hughes: Some people are getting
three times the salary they are worth.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our
greatest need is to build up public morale
and confidenee. I am not at all satisfied with
the presentation of news. I do not refer to
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the eorrect accounts of happenings or to the
records of disappointing results that we
have eoxperienced, but to the tendency of
those in charge of the censorship to put over
something beeause it might be readable. The
newspapers are the guides of public opinion
and the builders of public morale.

Mr. Marshall: God help the publie if the
newspapers ave its guide!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Each day
the peeple are influenced by the matter they
read in the newspapers.

Mr. Thorn: Definitely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No mat-
ter what the leadlines may be, no matter
in what terms tlie news is couched, deny it
or not, the newspapers exercise a big in-
flaence on the outlook of the prople. But
who today has faith in the published news?
Not very many! The people have had so
many disappointments that they prefer to
listen-in to Tokio or Saigon in order to get
the eorvect version. They prefer reading the
inch in the column devoted to the German
or Japznese version to reading the version
released by the Australian censor.

Mr. Berry: That is correct.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Until we
get a proper perspective in that respect, we
shall eontinue to destroy public conflidence.
One of our greatest needs today is to build
up public confidence not merely in Tespect
toe war news, but in respeet to what the con-
flict is about, what we are fighting for and
what our ideals are. Because the published
version creates some weird reactions in the
public mind, the public cannot be blamed.
During last week there were one or two
happenings at Broome and the two pub-
lished versions were somewhat remarkable.
The Tokio version was as follows:—

It is claimed that at Broome 14 transports
were sunk and two set on fire and that at Dar-
win barracks were badly damaged. Three Jap-
anese ploneg were shot downm, it is stated.

The Australian version, under big head-
lines, is as follows:—

Broome attacked. Bombs fall wide.
casualtics. Few planes involved.

No

We always notice that enemy bombs fall in
& marsh or in the bush, while all our bombs
hit the target! There is something required
in the type of news liberated by the censor
under the authority of the Government,
probably directed by high command of some
sort.
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Hon, C. G. Latham: It is an insult io
the intelligence of the people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course it is! I made an extract recently of
something that was said by Demosthenes
300 vears B.C. It reads as follows:—

It is shameful, Athenians, that we deceive
ourselves by allowing all disagreeable news to
be suppressed, that we listen ovly to the pleas-
ing specches of our leaders, and thus we de-
lude ourselves by putting off everything that
is unpleasant.

Mr. Hughes: That is conelusive proof of
reincarnation!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
Demosthenes said will stand mueh longer
than will some of the statements of the
member for East Perth. We all realise that
all the news cannot be published immedi-
ately. It might be to the advantage of the
enemy if all the truth were told all the
time; but, if the Japanese version is incor-
reet, it should be made to look ludierous as
soon as time permits. If ours is eorrect, the
German or Japanese version should not be
published with it.

Mr. North: Of course, this is entirely a
matter for the Federal aunthorities. We
have no say in it at all.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Bat surely we can
express ourselves!

My, North: We have no rizht to interfere.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
newspapers should be given the oppor-
tunity to disseminate nauthoritative state-
ments. Never mind what the other fellow
says. But while we play with public faney,
while we pander to certain sentiments, while
we misrepresent the position, we are con-
tributing to the lowering of pnblic morale.
We must insist upon a greater degree of
mental honesty, and we must encourage a
greater appreciation of il. The Press, with
directness, and with subtlety, too, shonld in
every way possible help our cause by
answering such questions as, “Is it worth
while?”" *What is it all about?” “What are
the alternatives?’ Every day in every
column available for the purpose, the gveat-
est prominence should be given to snch
points. What solaee is there for the mothers
and wives and families who have already
been bereaved as a result of the war? They
wonder what it is all about. If we have
faith in our cause, surely we ean, through
the media availeble to us, give some inspira-
tion and ereate a national spirit that is very
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sodly lacking in many spheres today! I
hope that of its own wolition the Press
will make use of the opportunities available
to it and that, where it has no choice, there
will he some saner outlook in the expres-
sions of opinion given to it and the news
released to it by the eensor.

I fear that T have delayed the House long
enough, I hope that in the coming weeks
there will he better news and thag it will be
the truth. I hope that we shall not have ae-
counts of what are merely skirmishes pre-
sented as major battles. T hope that we
shall have news of major battles .treated
with some Httle modesty rather than have
skirmishes presented to us as major vie-
tories. I trust that the results achieved in
the northern parts of this Continent, through
efforts of this Continent, will not merely be
worthy of this nation, but will assist sub-
stantially in hurling the enemy back to
where he belongs. We must not lose sight
of the tremendous assets the enemy eontrols,
Everything—including eocoanut oil, rubber,
tin, iron, petrol and other things that a war-
ring nalion needs—is in the hands of Japan,
to the north of this Continent. Our task will
be very hard, but I am sure that if all of
us make personal sacrifices and personal en-
deavours, we shall much more quickly at-
tain the summit of the achievement we are
so anxious to reach.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan): Hav-
ing listened with interest to the informative
speech by the Minister for Lands, and to
the many and varied speeches delivered
since the Address-in-reply debate hegan, I
do not intend to delay the House long.
There are, however, several matters ahout
which I wish {o express my opinion as the
representative of a large and substantial
electorate. In the last day or two a lead-
ing article appeared in the morning news-
paper which, as has been stated this after-
noon, formulates and moulds pablie opinion.
That article took Parliament to task for its
lack of interest in the activities of the Siate.
It atiacked Ministers and said the Opposi-
tion lacked courage and even the members
themselves were criticised, it heing sug-
gested that they did not give that attention
to their job which was required of them, All
this criticism srose out of the fact that the
Government used the powers given to it
under the National Security Regulations in
connection with an increase in the basice
wage. Members ave aware that the increases
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due to workers were not received by them
and they, through their organisations, sent
appeals to the Commonwealth Parliament
and to the State Government, as a result of
which, in due course, the Premier acted upon
authority given to him under the National
Security Regulations.

Mr. Sampson: And made a very great
mistake!

Mr. J. HEGNEY : That seems to me to be
the principal reason for the eomments in
the leading article in “The West Austra-
lian.” The Government is eriticised for
having used powers given to it to see that
justiee was done to the workers of Western
Australia. Since the Industrial Arbilration
Act was amended in 1930 to provide for
quarterly adjustments, cost of living in-
creases that had acerned were made available
to workers until early this year. In Febru-
ary, however, the President, in giving the
decision of the court, said that it had been
decided to withheold the increase for that
particular quarter. The next quarterly in-
crease was also withheld. The primary rea-
son given by the President for this aetion
was that he desired to check a tendeney to
inflation. He suggested that if the increasecs
were awarded to the workers, they would
have additional spending power and that
that would tend to lead to inflation. Con-
sequently, for six months the workers did
not receive the increnses they expected, and
which would in the ordinary ecourse of
events have aecerued to them, up till the
gquarter ended last June.

Figures made available by the Govern-
ment Statistician in July, and submitted to
the court for consideration, disclosed that
there was a substantial increase in the cost
of living amounting to 2s. 10d. for the pre-
vious quarter. The three previous increases
had each amounted to 10d. Members ave
aware that the cost of living has increased
to n considerahle extent. The price of vege-
tables is almost prohibitive, particulavly for
those on the lowest wages. Peas have heen
from 10d. to 1s. 3d. a lb., and the common
cabbage has heen priced at 8d. a lb. Those
vegetnbles were consequently out of the
range of the basie wage earners. However,
they are forced to feed their children, the
basis of whose diet 13 vewetables, The in-
creased prices were reflected in the cost of
living tignres for the (uarter ended lasi
June.
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This is the only State in which the cost
of living inereases have heen witkheld.
National Security Regulations were intro-
duced in February by the Commonwealth
Government, dealing with the peggzing of
wages, the fixing of rents, sealing of prices
and so on. Tt was found that in the other
States increases in the basic wage to meet
the cost of living were antomatie, and no
discretionary powers were vested in the
court. Consequently when wages were
pegged, it was definitely understood that
the cost of living increases were not to be
affected. Workers in the other States
benefited by the increases as they acermed,
hut inereases were refused by the couri to
workers in this State. Consequently the
time came when the workers of Western
Australia, through their indistrial or-
ganisations and workshop committees,
ecomplained bitterly about the fact that the
inereases to which they were entitled were
not aceruing to them, They made repre-
sentations through their union organisa-
tion, and sent the secretary to Melhonrne
and Canberra to point out to Ministers the

discrepancies and to have the matter
remedied.
Eveatually an order was promulgated

and, in turn, the Premier of the State
acted under that order. As a consequence
the workers have received only what they
are entitled to—nothing mere and nothing
less, My attitnde was that they were denied
that to which they were entitled, and I did
not care how they got it, whether through
a Commonwealth or a State authority. I .
adopted that attitude beeause a grave in-
justice was being done. That matter is
probably the basis of the leading article pub-
lished in “The West Australian” of Saturday
morning lnst.  The paper, in that article,
takes the Opposition to task because it has
not the courage to test the position, and so
on. Towards the end of the article, a solu-
tion to the whole problem is put forward,
and that is that a National Government or
eomposite Ministry be established. That
having been done, all the sins of omission of
the past will be wiped out, and everything
will be plain sailing.

Mr. North: There was also a leiter in
“The West Australian™ on Monday.,

AMe. J. HEGNXEY: T am coming to that.
That was the complaint of the leading artiele.
It referred to the passing of money to the
pockets of the workers, and said it was
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“politieal stunting.” Tt also suggested that
if three or four men from the Opposition
were clected to a composite Ministry, every-
thing would be all right. The article con-
cludes with these words—

Thiz done, there would be no further ocea-

sion for political stunting, and the reeon-
structed Government would be in a position to
govern eonfidently and far-sightedly on mnon-
party lines. Nothing more effective than this
could be devised to counter the daily trend to-
wards unification and to restore the dwindling
prestige of the State Legislature.
That was published on Saturday, and on
Monday some genius wrote to the paper and
signed himself “Interested.” Whilst he nsed
the phrases employed by the leading article
on the previous Saturday, in which the
Opposition is charged with not having cour-
age, the remarkable thing is that this person
signs himself “Interested” and has not cour-
age enongh to sign his name to the letter.
He attacks the State Parliament for drift
during recent times, for slackness, ineffi-
cieney and so on. He then takes to task
the representation of the State Parliament
at Loan Counecil meetings, Premiers' con-
ferences, ete. He says that the war situa-
tion and party interests over-ride everything
else, and that there should be a burst of
State indignation at all Commonwealth
gatherings.

Mr. Marshall: Did he not say anything
about the second front?

Mr, J. HEGNEY: No, but he eriticised
the representatives at those meetings. Tt
can be said that our State Parliamentary re-
presentatives have acted as courageounsly—

Mr. Marshall: As he did, anyvhow!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: —as representatives
from any of the other States. Our repre-
sentation would not suffer by comparison
with that of other States. No matter what
outburst a State Premter had made at the
Premiers’ Conference or Loan Council meet-
ing, he ecould not have affected the position
one iota.

The Minister for Mines: The Premier
made & preity good speech at the meeting
T attended.

Me. J. HEGNEY: Yes, and I have no
doubt that the Acting Premier strongly put
the point of view of this State, and that
he did it with a good deal of ability.

Mr. North: It was one vote against seven.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : In this case if was not
one vote against seven. The State Pre-
miers were nnanimous on matters affecting
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their vital welfare. It cannot be said that
the representatives of the other six States
were voting against Western Australia io
particular. The last paragraph of this
letter states—

The suggestion for remedying this cxtremely
serigus state of affairs is the proposed ‘¢ forma-
tion of a composite Ministry.”’

That is the propesition put forward by the
leading article. Towards the end of his
letter “Interested” goes on to say—

Is the necessary material available for suech
a new administration? The article speaks of the
Government’s being ‘‘ contemptuous of Parlia-
ment,’’ and again ‘that no keen gense of in-
jury’’ comes from members, and still further
that the ‘‘Opposition has not been courageous
enough to foree the issue.’” Not much material
here! The position is, however, desperate. Anm
election ia out of the caleulation, primarily
hecause of the war position, but mainly because
new men dre not likely to be attracted to an
obviously dying institution.

Just faney that!

There scems to be only one means of re-
vitnlising the general administration from
within the Parliament as at present constituted.
That is to remove three men from the tail of
the Government and replace them by the three
Independents.

pr. Wilson: What did he mean by the
tail ?

Mr. J. BEGNEY : The letter continues :—

This would provide a new Minister represent-
ative of the metropolis '(Mr. T. J. Hughes),
one for the agricultural industry (Mr. H. T.
Berry), and one for the mining industry (3Ir.
L. F. Kelly). This is a desperate remedy, hut
is the State not in desperate need?

It certainly is a desperate remedy! After
all his eriticism and talk about inefficiency
and so on, and his suggestion of a com-
posite Ministry, that is the desperate remedy
which “Interested” put forward to over-
come the diffieulties confronting this State
Parliament. All members of this Parlia-
ment do their duty to the best of their
ability. Certainly the war has overshadowed
many of our problems, hut the Premier of
this State and the Government, and mem-
bers, too, have had their say in that respect.
The Government has offered our State Gov-
ernment machinery to the Commonwealth,
and we will all do our utmost to assist. That
offer was made by the Premier at the out-
break of the war. The Government wishes
in every possible way to assist the Common-
wealth in its task of organising Australia
on g defence basis. 1 myself, and other
members, have in various directions rendered
what assistance we could.  We have,
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through our party meetings, urged that the
Premier should, at the Premiers’ confer-
ences and Loan Couneil meetings, put for-
ward this State’s point of view in regard to
matters appertaining to the welfare of
‘Western Australia, and particularly in re-
spect to the manufacture of munitions;
finance and other questions of vital import-
ance to us. That has been done with the
idea of inflnencing the Premiers’ Conferenee
and the powers that be in other places to
give this State greater consideration.

This Parliament is not a dying institu-
tion. If it is, it will be interesting to know
what will take its place. Western Australia
will require some Government machinery
if it is to funection. My experience in this
State Parliament and with Federal anthori-
ties, is that it will be impossible to have both
Commonwealth and State machinery. It
would be a tragedy if there were no Staie
Parliament to deal with matiers of interast
to Western Australin. We have also to be
carefu] that we do not get too much civil
service adminisiration. Both parliamentary
representatives and Ministers should see
that too much authority and power are not
delegated to civil servants. If it were so we
would not have government of the people
by the people but povernment by bureau-
cracy. In the Federal sphere, months go by
without any Commonwealth Minister visit-
ing Western Australia to deal with prob-
lems that orise here. Shonld any matter
crop up respecting which there is any vari-
ance from the normal procedure, a decision
cannot be arrived at loeally, and the ques-
tion has to be referred to Canberra for de-
termination. I have had many such experi-
ences, which apply not only to the Defence
Dlepartment but to other Commonwealth de-
partments as well. In those circumstances
Ministers of the State Government must
exercise great care to ensure that control by
the Civil Service does not usurp the fune-
tions of the Government itself, which is so
often the position in the Commonweslth
sphere. Ministers must see to it that their
policy prevails.

During the course of the debate much
has been said about the vice squad in relation
to lignor reform and so forth. I shall not
labour that matter because the position
has been stressed by other speakers. Many
points of view prevail, regarding the vice
squad, and in the course of his speech the
member for East Perth analysed the problem
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in detail and gave utteranee to a statement
to which I am sure he did not give adequate
thought. Generally speaking the hon, mem-
ber iz logical in his arguments and his rea-
soning is sound. The words he nsed were—

The vice squad will not splve the present
problem—

He was referring particularly to the pre-
sence of young girls in hotel lounges, to
their association with soldiers and so on.

—for it was a Diological problem which eould

not be solved by theological precepts.
For the life of me I cannot understand how
any question of theological precepts ecould
enter inte the consideration of the actions
of members of the Police Force in going to
hotel lounges, interrogating young girls who
appeared te be under 21 years of age and
who are under the influence of liquor, whe
are examined for health reasons and ulti-
mately appear before a magistrate who may
consider it advisable to place them nnder
observation for a month or some other
period. No theological precept is invalved
in that issne! On the other hand, the pre-
sent represents an abvormal period, and
very often young girls are earried away by
their feelings.

Mr. Hughes: But the trouble regarding
hotel lounges did not arise with the com-
mencenent of the war.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is so, but I
think the hon. member’s statement was
wrong. I feel certain he does not bhelieve
what he said. I am sure the new regula-
tions will have a deterring effcet upon the
drinking that goes on at present at caba-
rets and other functions. Of course this
type of conduet has been indulged in ftor
the past 20 vears or so and drinking at
dances has become a custom. FEven among
the best people are to be found instances
of flasks being taken to dances in hip poe-
kets or liquor being hrought along in motor
cars.

I regret that even young women com-
ing from the best of homes have been under
the influence of drink at dances and other
functions, and, in fact, the position has
reached the point where if one does not
take drink one is regarded as not acting
in conformity with the spirit of the party.
To me it is amazing that the drink prob-
lem associated with dances and so on has
not been tackled lonz ago. Experience in
connection with functions conducted in the
Trades Hall at Midland Junetion has dis-
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closed the fact that it is almost impossible
to obviate this trouble. Alwavs someone
brings along liquor and it is extremely dif-
ficult to eope with that phase. The cunstom
has grown up over the years, but in view
of the provisions embodied in the new
regunlations I trust that they will remain in
force for many years to come, particularly
as they aRect drinking in hotel lounges,
dance halls and at functions generally.

During the course of his speech, the
member for Toodyay referred to the diffi-
culties @xperienced by school children in
the Midland Junction and Guildford dis-
tricts. Schools in West Midland and Belle-
vue were eclosed and the young childden
were dispersed. Some went to Middle
Swan, and on representations being made
to the Education Department a school was
opened at Swan View to alleviate the posi-
tion. Jome of the older children have been
going to Darlington for their tuition. In-
fants have travelled from West Midland
to East Guildford, while others go to
Middie Swan. Generallv speaking, condi-
tions have not been satisfactory, and I
understand that at this juneture the mili-
tary authorities have no objection to the
re-opening of the schools I refer to. I
have been informed that those in control
of civil defence matters are the ones to
determine when schools should bhe re-
opened. In my opinion the time has ar-
rived when at least some of the schools
should be availed of so that the difficulties
under which parents, and particularly
voung children, have been labourinz may
be obwviated.

Only this morning I heard the announce-
ment over the air that in Qucensland the
Government is lifting vestrictions formerly
imposed upon school children and is per-
mitting very young children to return to
schools. In Western Australia the Gov-
ernment has endeavoured to Lkeep such
voungsters at school as much as possible.
The member for Toodyay, the member for
Guildford-Midland and I have made re-
presentations with a_view to securing re-
lief for ithe iyounger children, who have
had to walk from two to four miles to
school. In some instances where a hus was
available for tvansport purposes, if the
accommodation of the vehicle was over-
taxed the children who could not secure
seats were required to walk the full distanee
to school. The time has c¢ome when the
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Minister for Education should make repre-
sentations to the Civil Defence Council on
the matter. I undervstand that the military
authorities have no objection to those
schools being reopened.

The Minister for Mines: Is not there a
bar?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I know there was a
bar in respect to the Perth Girls’ School
and the Midland Junction State School, but
I understand the military authorities have
no objection to those schools being re-
opened.

The Minister for Mines: If that is so, one
would think that the military authorities
wonld advise the Civil Defence Council.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Civil Defence
Conneil might have been advised. However,
I am merely stating the attitnde of the mili-
tary aunthorities,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is not the Air Foree
after the East Perth school now?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Notwithstanding the
needs of the milifary authorities, the edunca-
tional needs of our children arc of very
great importance. In Melbourne some time
ago the Minister for the Army stated that
no additional scheols would be taken over
for military purposes, If that rule applies
in eastern Australia, it is reasonable to
suggest that it should apply also in Western
Australia. A protest should be entered by
the Minister for Edueation against these
schools not being put to the use for which
they were originally intended.

I have a complaint fo make regarding the
shortage of firewood supplies. I know the
Minister for Labour has this matter in hand.
The Bassendean Road Board has experi-
enced diffieulty in its area. TFirewood was
promised for the district, but the supply
made available was altogether inadequate.
The position is already serious and, with
the further calling up of manpower, the
difficulties will be accentnated. The matter
is one for organisation io ensure that
urgently needed firewood supplies are made
available. Surely this Parliament and Gov-
ernment should take active steps in a mat-
ter that so closely affects the welfare of the
whole people, particularly elderly people
and children! Many citizens are serounging
around trying to get firewood in order to
carry on their cooking. Numbers of them
have been unable to obtain any wood at all
from merchants, and have heen compelled to
2o out with prams and bieycles and find a
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little wood to meet their needs. The matter is
certainly one that should be investigated in
order that the difficulty may be alleviated.

The people are again heing urged to con-
tribute to a war loan. An Austerity
Campaign is being inangurated. People are
being asked to save and invest in the war
loan and in war savings certificates. If con-
ditions of austerity were applied generally
it might be a good thing, hut the people who
are urging others to practise austerity arve
in fairly good positions, and I wonder
whether they practise austerity to the same
degree as many of the people I represent
are compelled to do. We read in the Press
that Mr. J. L. Webb, the Chairman of the
Commercial Bank of Ausiralia, appealed to
people to save and said we must insist upon
getting full value for every pound of public
expenditure. Sir Alexander Stewart, Chair-
man of the Trustees, Hxecutor; and Agency
Co. Ltd.,, said that public spending would
have to be ecut to the minimum, and that
a simpler life would have to be led and every
penny saved. During the period of the de-
pression many people had to live very
austere lives, which extended over many
years, and now, notwithstanding the in-
creased costs of commodities, they are again
asked to live austerely.

What we need is a levelling up of in-
comes. Let the people on the lower rungs
be brought up and not be compelled to live
such gustere lives as they have had to do in
the past. If there was a bettex distribution
of the world's wealth, there would be no
need to appeal for the practice of austerity
on the part of the workers while other
people, after paying high income taxation.
are still able to get enough clothes and com-
modities to enable them to live in reason-
able comfort. The workers have never been
in this happy position and, if they have to
live more austerely, their difficulties will be
great. There will be great need for post-
war reconstruction, but ean anvbody visual-
ise what the eonditions will be after the
war? Are we to have a continuance of the
old evil of unemployment, with men, women
and children ill-clothed, bodly housed and
often in want? DMany of our people are
badly housed. Some of the garages in
Perth are palaces compared with the homes
in which many people bave to live.

What will be the condition of Europe and
the rest of the world after the titanic
struggle has ended? When ihe people of
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the world are impoverished and prostrated.
when the nations of the world are exhausted,
what system will come into vogue? Wil
the communistic system of the Soviet extend
through Europe, or will a system of
socialism be ushered in? Will the system
of capitalism, which is so strongly en-
trenched in the United States of Ameriea
and still well entrenched in Great Britain,
continue to operate? I assume that the
post-war plan will be econditioned by the
available resources and the partieular form
the government takes. These are matters
of vital importanee,

It is diffienlt to visualise what conditions
will prevail. We can only judge the future
by experience of the past, and the experi-
ence of the past leads us to believe that,
unless the people themselves take a keen
and active interest in their ¢wn affairs, the
eonditions that existed during the depression
will continue afier the war is over. Tt be-
hoves the people of the world, who are be-
ing called upon to pay, suffer, deny them-
selves and work excessive hours, to take a
much eloser interest in the affairs and gov-
ernment of their country so that they may
mould an effective policy and enjoy a
greater share of the world’s wenlth.

I do not wish to detain the House longer,
realising how very diflicult it is to foHow
after a speecch like that of the Minister for
Lands, who delivered a highly lucid exposi-
tion of many things that the State has done
and is doing. Certainly the members of
the Government, and more especially the
Premier and the Minister for Lands, have
used every possible effort to try to induce
the Commeonwealth Government to realise
the need for looking after Western Aus-
tralia, both from the point of view of mili-
tary protection nnd that of industrial de-
velopment. Let me quote an instance that
ocenrred at the very outbreak of the war,
when  the  Commonwealth  Government
offered to contribute €15,000 towards the
expansion of the Midland Junction work-
shops. In response, the Premier made
available £30,000 or £40,000 as a supple-
ment towards the eompletion of the annexe
now at Midland Junction. That building
cost £30,000 and we have heard during the
course of this debate that its activities have
heen slowed up through delay in receipt
of neeessary supplies.  The same position
has existed at the Welshpool factory.
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Muembers of this Party have urged the
sending of represeniatives to the KEastern
States with a view to securing more con-
tracts for Westarn Australian industries,
so that this State may obtain its shave of
Commonwealth defence expenditure, and
thus be enabled to build up industries. If
we have no industries in Western Australia,
our boys now coming on will in due time
be unable to learn a trade or clse be forced
to migrate to eastern Anstralia. T know
scores of young fellows who learnt frades
here but went to eastern Australia, married
and scttled there. All this beeause of the
faet that Western Australia had no indos-
tries in which they could be employed! It is
true that a factory has been established
at Welshpool, but the activities there are
not snch as please me. There is a hope
that the Welshpool factory will give em-
ployment to a few thousand men, but the
war may he over hefore that position is
reached, I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment  will help Western Australia in
the direction indieated. Again, we have
other representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment. We are all aware, of course, that
the Prime Minister himself represents Fre-
mantle. It is the duty of all our Federal
representatives to ensure that this State shall
receive its reasonable share—we want no
morc—of the contracts that are bheing let
and the work that is being made available
as the result of defence activities, so that
industries may be established here.

Mal-administration and exploitation in
connection with contracts let by the Air
Force have been rveferred to by the member
for Nerth-East Fremantle. He guoted an
instance where a manufacturer tendered for
the supply of sea-markers at a priee of
13s. 7d. He explained to the Common-
wealth officers that he could supply one
deseription of ses-marker at 13s. 7d. and
another deseription at 14s. 7d. Eventually
he was paid 15s. 7d. to supply a portion
of the contract. The remainder of the con-
traet was let in Queensland at a price of
26s. 5d. So there was a clear rake-eff of
£30,000 or £40,000 for the Queensland manu-
facturer. We have hrought this case to
the notice of the Prime Minister and of
the Federal Minister eoncerned, but so far
we have not made much progress. I re-
peat that unless we ean develop industries
here, our young men and voung women will
be forced to leave the confines of Western
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Australin and seek employment in the Bast-
ern States. Onr Ministers have the task of
impressing the Commonwealth Government
with the need for giving to this State a
fair share of Federal industrial expendi-
ture, T thank members for their paticnt
hearing, especially as 1 Ffollow the elo-
quently delivered speech of the Minister for
Lands.

Question put and passed;
adopted.

the Address

BILLS (i8)—FIRST READING.
1, Industrial Avbitration Aet Amend-
ment,
Introduced by the Minister for Labour.
2, Mining Tenements (War Time Exemp-
tions),
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
3, Motor Spirit and Substitute
Fuels.
Introduced by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development.
4, Water Boards Act Amendment.
5, Road Distriets Act Amendinent.
6, Public Authorities (Postponement of
Elections),
7, Goldfields Water Supply Aect Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
8, Dried Fruits Act Amendment.
9, Pecding Stuffs Act Awmendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture,
10, Bush Fires Act Amendment.
11, Albany Reserve Allotments.
12, Perth Dental Hospital Land.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
13, Jury (Emergency Provisions).
14, Administration Aet Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
15, Legal Practitioners Act Amendment,
16, Criminal Code (1913} Amendment.
17, Licensing Aet Amendment.
18, Supreme Court Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Hughes.

House adjourned at 4.59 p.m.

Liguid



